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SOUTH AFRICA 

 
Manager: Carlos Alberto Parreira 
 
Training base: Johannesburg's Sturrock Park  
 
Fixtures: June 11 - Mexico, Johannesburg Soccer City, 4pm  
                June 16 - Uruguay, Pretoria, 8.30pm   
                June 22 - France, Bloemfontein, 4pm.  
 
World Cup record: This is only South Africa's third appearance in the World Cup. After many 
years in the international wilderness due to the country's apartheid system, Bafana Bafana played 
at France 1998 and the 2002 World Cup co-hosted by Korea/Japan 2002. But on both occasions 
they did not progress beyond the first round. 
 
State of play: Qualified by right as the host nation. Parreira, who will be coaching in his sixth 
World Cup, has a tough job to manage the huge expectations within South Africa. He has 
compared the task of getting Bafana Bafana into the knockout round as like "climbing Mount 
Everest". After losing out to Brazil in the semi-finals of the 2009 FIFA Confederations Cup, 
South Africa have enjoyed good preparations for the World Cup in recent warm-up matches and 
at their training bases. 
 
Key men: A lot is expected of Everton's player of the season, midfielder Steven Pienaar, who 
has been in outstanding form of late. West Ham United striker Benni McCarthy must also be at 
the top of his game but uncertainties remain over his fitness following recent injury troubles. The 
other two English Premier League players in the squad, captain Aaron Mokoena of Portsmouth 
and Kagisho Dikgacoi of Fulham, also carry a huge weight of responsibility. Parreira named 10 
European-based players in his initial 29-man squad; the others play in South Africa's Premier 
Soccer League. 
  
They say: “I have been telling my players that they should forget about the Premier Soccer 
League (PSL) and Bafana Bafana, we are now World Cup players. We are talking about a high 
level where the demand is very high - technically, tactically, physically and especially mentally. 
You have to be ready for the difficulties in the game, sometimes you are under pressure but you 
have to be strong mentally and not allow the other team to overcome you, and you have to fight 
to the end,” said Parreira, who took over the team in October last year.  
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We say: "South Africa will struggle to qualify against their group opponents. Avoiding defeat  

 

against Mexico is imperative to the team's chances of progressing. Parreira will be hoping home 
advantage spurs his team on to victory in the opening match of the World Cup. Should they lose, 
it's hard to see them picking up enough points off Uruguay and France to go through." 
 
Odds: 150/1 
 
Squad:  

Goalkeepers: 

Itumeleng Khune 
(Kaizer Chiefs)  
               
Moeneeb Josephs 
(Orlando Pirates)  
        
Shu-Aib Walters 
(Maritzburg United)   

Defenders: 

Siboniso Gaxa 
(Mamelodi 
Sundowns) 
 
Matthew Booth 
(Mamelodi 
Sundowns) 
 
Lucas Thwala 
(Orlando Pirates) 
 
Aaron Mokoena 
(Portsmouth) 
 
Bongani Khumalo 
(SuperSport United) 
 
Siyabonga Sangweni 
(Golden Arrows) 
 
Tsepo Masilela 
(Maccabi Haifa) 
 
Anele Ngcongca 
(Racing Genk) 

Midfielders: 

Steven Pienaar 
(Everton) 
 
Teko Modise 
(Orlando Pirates) 
 
Siphiwe Tshabalala 
(Kaizer Chiefs) 
 
Reneilwe 
Letsholonyane 
(Kaizer Chiefs) 
 
Thanduyise Khuboni 
(Golden Arrows) 
 
Kagisho Dikgacoi 
(Fulham) 
 
MacBeth Sibaya 
(Rubin Kazan) 
 
Surprise Moriri 
(Mamelodi 
Sundowns) 
 
Lance Davids  
(Ajax Cape Town) 

Forwards: 

Katlego Mphela 
(Mamelodi 
Sundowns)   
 
Bernard Parker  
(FC Twente) 
 
Siyabonga Nomvethe 
(Moroka Swallows) 
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FRANCE 
 
Manager: Raymond Domenech 
 
Training base: Pezula Resort and Spa, Western Cape  
 
Fixtures: June 11, Uruguay, Cape Town, 7.30pm 
                June 17, Mexico, Polokwane, 7.30pm 
                June 22, South Africa, Bloemfontein, 3pm 
 
World Cup record: South Africa is France’s thirteenth finals (once winners, once runners up, 
three times semi finalists, once quarter finalists). 
 
State of play: Stuttered to qualification via the play-offs, but only after Thierry Henry outraged 
world football with that handball in the build up to the decisive goal against Ireland. An aging 
squad, a deeply unpopular manager and no Zidane this time – France seemingly has little going 
for them. Yet a generous draw should surely work to their advantage, while Franck Ribery – 
despite off the field scandals – has been in electric form for his club, Bayern Munich, this year. 
 
Key men: A high-profile move while still a teenager to AC Milan never worked out, but for 
Bordeaux the midfielder Yoann Gourcuff has shown the touch and awareness that has brought 
comparisons to his illustrious predecessor Zinedine Zidane; he still, nevertheless, needs to show 
this in the shirt of Les Bleus. Goalkeeper Hugo Lloris has arguably emerged as the outstanding 
young goalkeeper in world football over the past year and was crucial to Lyon in the march to 
the Champions League final. For Bayern Munich Franck Ribery went one better than his 
compatriot, although was ultimately banned from the Champions League Final for a petulant 
sending off. If the fleet-footed forward can keep his temperament in check, his pace and élan 
could mark him out as one of the tournament’s most potent attacking forces. 
 
They say: “It doesn’t help that our coach is constantly criticized in the lead up to the World Cup. 
But every country has its mentality; we know what to expect. All I can say is we have the players 
to bring them around when we start to play better. Which, hopefully, we can do at the World 
Cup.” Franck Ribery 
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We say: “Since his appointment in 2004, Raymond Domenech has suffered the sort of treatment 
at the hands of the French press and public more commonly associated with his English 
counterparts. Elevated to the final by Zidane’s genius four years ago it overshadowed the 
wretched football Les Bleus played for most of the tournament – indeed most of Domenech’s  

 

reign. And yet a straightforward draw – despite not being seeded – should see them to progress 
to the quarter finals. 
 
Odds: 12/1 
 
Squad: 
 

Goalkeepers:      
Hugo Lloris 
(Olympique Lyon)                 
 
Steve Mandanda 
(Olympique 
Marseille)  
 
 Cedric Carrasso 
(Girondins Bordeaux) 
 
 Mickael Landreau 
(Lille) 

Defenders:    
Bacary Sagna 
(Arsenal) 
        
Patrice Evra 
(Manchester United)     
 
William Gallas 
(Arsenal)            
 
Eric Abidal 
(Barcelona)                       
 
Rod Fanni          
(Stade Rennes)      
 
Sebastien Squillaci 
(Sevilla)            
 
Adil Rami  
(Lille)           
Marc Planus 
(Girondins Bordeaux)    
 
Gael Clichy  
(Arsenal)   
 
Anthony Reveillere 
(Olympique Lyon) 

Midfielders:    
Lassana Diarra  
(Real Madrid)           
 
Alou Diarra 
(Girondins Bordeaux)       
 
Jeremy Toulalan 
(Olympique Lyon)      
 
Florent Malouda 
(Chelsea)         
 
Yoann Gourcuff 
(Girondins Bordeaux)     
 
Abou Diaby  
(Arsenal)              
 
Yann M'Vila      
(Stade Rennes) 

Forwards:   

Thierry Henry 
(Barcelona)      
 
Nicolas Anelka 
(Chelsea)       
 
Andre-Pierre Gignac 
(Toulouse)        
 
Franck Ribery 
(Bayern Munich) 
   
Sidney Govou 
(Olympique Lyon)       
 
Djibril Cisse 
(Panathinaikos)                    
 
Hatem Ben Arfa 
(Olympique 
Marseille) 
 
Mathieu Valbuena 
(Olympique 
Marseille) 
 
Jimmy Briand      
(Stade Rennes) 
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MEXICO 

 
Manager: Javier Aguirre  
 
Training base: Thaba ya Batswana, Johannesburg  
 
Fixtures: June 11 – South Africa, Johannesburg, 4pm 
                June 17 – France, Polokwane, 8.30pm 
                June 22 – Uruguay, Rustenburg, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: Qualified for the FIFA World Cup finals 14 times. South Africa 2010 is 
Mexicos' fifth tournament in a row but El Tri hasn’t progressed beyond the round of 16 in four 
previous finals. Best performances were as hosts in 1970 and 1986 when they reached quarter-
finals. 
 
State of play: Former Atletico Madrid coach Javier Aguirre inherited a team from Sven Goran 
Eriksson in April 2009 that was in disarray. Under El Vasco 's stewardship - his second spell as 
Mexico boss after taking the team to Korea/Japan 2002 - he has assembled a promising team of 
youngsters and old heads. Mexico finished second in CONCACAF World Cup qualifying behind 
USA. Mexico last this week notched up a third 1-0 win in a row in preparations for the World 
Cup, beating Senegal, Angola and Chile.  
 
Key men: The 36-year-old veteran playmaker Cuauhtemoc Blanco played a key role in 
qualifying and bringing on an impressive crop of youngsters such as Giovani dos Santos, 
Arsenal's Carlos Vela and Manchester United's new signing Javier Hernandez. Barcelona's 
Rafael Marquez, who captained the team in 2002 and 2006 and is playing in his last finals, will 
be influential.  
 
They say: "At the last four World Cups we've been on the cusp of the quarter-finals and reaching 
the last eight has now become more of an obsession than a goal," Aguirre told a Spanish football 
magazine. "I have the best ever young generation of footballers; they won the under-17 World 
Cup. Add that to our experienced players and I feel this team is ready to make history."  
 
We say: "Aguirre has worked wonders for Mexico since he rejoined as coach, restoring 
confidence in his players and nurturing the talent of the youngsters. The quality of this Mexico 
side will reveal itself on Monday when they face England at Wembley Stadium. The ambition is 
get beyond the round of 16 at the World Cup and they could well be the surprise package of the 
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group." 
 
Odds: 80/1 
 
Squad: 
 

Goalkeepers:  
Oscar Perez  
(Chiapas)  
 
Guillermo Ochoa 
(America)  
 
Luis Ernesto Michel 
(Guadalajara) 

Defenders:  
Rafael Marquez 
(Barcelona)  
 
Ricardo Osorio 
(Stuttgart), 
 Francisco Rodriguez  
(PSV Eindhoven)  
 
Carlos Salcido  
(PSV Eindhoven)  
 
Hector Moreno       
(AZ Alkmaar)  
 
Paul Aguilar 
(Pachuca)  
 
Efrain Juarez    
(Pumas UNAM)  
 
Jonny Magallon 
(Guadalajara)  
 
Juan Carlos 
Valenzuela  
(America)  
 
Jorge Torres Nilo 
(Atlas)  
 
Adrian Aldrete 
(Morelia) 

Midfielders:  
Andres Guardado 
(Deportivo La 
Coruna)  
 
Jonathan dos Santos 
(Barcelona)  
 
Gerardo Torrado 
(Cruz Azul)  
 
Israel Castro    
(Pumas UNAM)  
 
Giovani dos Santos 
(Galatasaray, on loan 
from Tottenham) 

Forwards:  
Pablo Barrera   
(Pumas UNAM) 
 
Adolfo Bautista 
(Guadalajara)  
 
Alberto Medina 
(Guadalajara)  
 
Cuauhtemoc Blanco 
(Veracruz)  
 
Carlos Vela  
(Arsenal)  
 
Javier Hernandez 
(Manchester United) 
 
Guillermo Franco 
(West Ham) 
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URUGUAY 

 
Manager: Oscar Washington Tabarez 
 
Training base: Protea Hotel, Kimberley 
 
Fixtures: June 11 – France, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
                June 16 – South Africa, Pretoria, 8.30pm 
                June 22 – Mexico, Rustenburg, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: South Africa represents Uruguay’s eleventh finals, but only its second 
tournament in twenty years.  Twice winners in the World Cup’s early days, Uruguay have also 
twice made the semi-finals and once made the quarter finals – but haven’t progressed so far since 
1970. 
 
State of play: Under former AC Milan and Boca Juniors manager Oscar Wahington Taberez – 
who previously led his country to the 1990 finals – Uruguay overcame an inconsistent 
qualification campaign to make it to South Africa via the play offs. Although generally 
impressive against Brazil and Argentina they failed to take a point off either, but overwhelmed 
lesser nations – Bolivia and Peru were beaten 5-0 and 6-0 in Montevideo.  Much depends on not 
making elementary mistakes; goalkeeping has been highlighted as a particular weakness.  
 
Key men: A misfit during his time in England with Manchester United, Diego Forlan has one of 
La Liga’s most prolific goalscorers since joining Villareal in 2004 and, subsequently, Atletico 
Madrid. Now aged 31, he showed his potency has not diminished with age by scoring both his 
club’s goals in the inaugural Europa League final in May.  Captain of Uruguay at the 2009 
World Youth Cup in Egypt, there are high hopes of Ajax midfielder Nicolas Lodeiro. Made his 
full international debut against in the play-off Costa Rica, he offers creativity and élan in a 
midfield more renowned for grit and endeavour. 
 
They say: "We must go to the World Cup with expectations because we have players who are in 
the important leagues along with other players from the elite teams. I have the hope that we 
could be a surprise, although at no time are we going to be believe that we are the favorites or 
think we are champions." Oscar Washington Taberez 
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We say: “Despite the historic ‘burden’ of two previous titles and the sense that they have 
recently underachieved, few other nations of just 3 million even come close to qualifying for the 
World Cup.  A result against Mexico will surely be crucial to progression, but with Diego Forlan  

 

anything is possible.” 
 
Odds: 100-1 
 
Squad: 

Goalkeepers:                                                                                                                       
Fernando Muslera 
(Lazio/Italy)      
 
Juan-Guillermo 
Castillo         
(Deportivo 
Cali/Colombia)     
 
Martin Silva 
(Defensor Sporting) 

Defenders:      
Diego Lugano 
(Fenerbahce/Turkey)    
 
Diego Godin 
(Villarreal/Spain)  
 
Andres Scotti      
(Colo Colo/Chile)       
 
Jorge Fucile 
(Porto/Portugal)  
 
Martin Caceres 
(Juventus/Italy)  
             
Mauricio Victorino 
(Universidad de 
Chile/Chile)   
        
Maximiliano Pereira 
(Benfica/Portugal) 

Midfielders:     
Walter Gargano 
(Napoli/Italy)   
        
Egidio Arevalo-Rios 
(Penarol)   
           
Sebastian Eguren 
(AIK 
Stockholm/Sweden)  
      
Diego Perez 
(Monaco/France)  
     
Alvaro Pereira 
(Porto/Portugal)  
    
Alvaro Fernandez 
(Universidad de 
Chile/Chile)   
    
Jorge Rodriguez 
(River 
Plate/Argentina)  
    
Alvaro Gonzalez 
(Nacional)   
    
Ignacio Gonzalez 
(Valencia/Spain) 
                
Nicolas Lodeiro 
(Ajax/Netherlands) 

Forwards:    
Sebastian Fernandez 
(Banfield/Argentina)  
         
Luis Suarez 
(Ajax/Netherlands)  
      
Diego Forlan 
(Atletico 
Madrid/Spain)  
            
Sebastian Abreu 
(Botafogo/Brazil)  
              
Edinson Cavani 
(Palermo/Italy)  
                   
Jorge Martinez 
(Catania/Italy) 
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ARGENTINA  
 
Manager: Diego Maradona 
 
Training base: University of Pretoria 
 
Fixtures:  June 12 – Nigeria, Ellis Park, Johannesburg, 4pm 
                 June 17 – South Korea, Soccer City, 1.30pm 
                 June 22 – Greece, Polokwane, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: The 1978 and 1986 world champions compete in their 10th World Cup in a 
row and 20th in all. 
 
State of play: He’s back. After a gap of 16 years, El Diego returns to the World Cup as manager 
of the country he bestowed greatness upon as a player. South Africa will be a more entertaining, 
exciting and controversial World Cup for the stardust – and profanities – that he will surely 
sprinkle. But will Argentina be a better team for his presence? Probably not. Erratic selections – 
including more than 100 players used in the space of a year – and a failure to properly utilise 
players like Lionel Messi almost cost Argentina qualification. Indeed their world-class line-up 
looks slightly fallible with the squad legend in the dug-out. 
 
Key men: After scoring 47 goals for Barcelona during the 2009/10 season, Messi reaffirmed his 
position as the greatest player in the world. Yet the 4-4-2 formation Maradona utilises rarely gets 
the best out of him for his country. Needs a big tournament if he is to surpass his manager’s 
legendary status. The electrifying 22-year-old winger, Angel Di Maria, has mesmerised 
Portuguese football for Benfica and a big move to England or Spain beckons if he maintains such 
form on the highest stage. Now aged 35, Juan Sebastian Veron, is enjoying an Indian summer 
with Estudiantes, who he inspired to the Copa Libertadores last year. Yet the languid playmaker 
has never been the quickest player and his propensity to disappear when the going gets tough 
may limit his impact.  
 
They say: “The media thinks we are going to finish last and that gives us immense strength. In 
1986 they also said we were going to be last in Mexico, and we were first, and I continually 
remind the players of that. But I have the feeling that the people are behind us. I repeat, we are 
not going to South Africa as favourites, but we hope to get as far as possible," Diego Maradona 
was quoted in World Soccer magazine. 
 
We say: “The idiosyncrasies of Maradona and the genius of Messi is the deep-rooted 
contradiction at the heart of the Argentina squad. If the latter can overcome his manager’s 
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deficiencies and capture the tournament in the way that Maradona himself did in 1986, then 
Argentina could go far. Equally, Argentina could self-destruct under their volatile manager’s 
watch. Maradona’s played 19, drawn 0 record tells its own story; in short anything’s possible, 
but whatever happens it won’t be dull.”  
 
 

Odds: 9-1 
 
Squad: 

 
Goalkeepers:  
Sergio Romero      
(AZ Alkmaar)  
 
Mariano Andujar 
(Catania)  
 
Diego Pozo  
(Colon) 

Defenders:  
Nicolas Burdisso 
(Roma)  
 
Martin Demichelis 
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Walter Samuel      
(Inter Milan)  
 
Gabriel Heinze 
(Marseille)  
 
Nicolas Otamendi 
(Velez Sarsfield)  
 
Clemente Rodriguez 
(Estudiantes)  
 
Ariel Garce 
(Colon) 

Midfielders 
Javier Mascherano 
(Liverpool)  
 
Juan Sebastian Veron 
(Estudiantes)  
 
Maxi Rodriguez 
(Liverpool)  
 
Mario Bolatti 
(Fiorentina)  
 
Angel Di Maria 
(Benfica)  
 
Jonas Gutierrez 
(Newcastle)  
 
Javier Pastore 
(Palermo) 
 

Forwards 
Sergio Aguero 
(Atletico Madrid)  
 
Diego Milito        
(Inter Milan)  
 
Martin Palermo  
(Boca Juniors)  
 
Carlos Tevez 
(Manchester City)  
 
Gonzalo Higuain 
(Real Madrid)  
 
Lionel Messi 
(Barcelona) 
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GREECE 
 
Manager: Otto Rehhagel  
 
Training base: Beverly Hills Hotel, Durban 
 
Fixtures:  June 12 – South Korea, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 1.30pm 
                 June 17 – Nigeria, Mangaung/Bloemfontein, 4pm 
                 June 22 – Argentina, Polokwane, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: Having failed to reach Germany 2006, South Africa is their first finals since 
1994. It's only Greece's second appearance in a World Cup.  
 
State of play: Greece have performed dismally since upsetting the odds to win UEFA's 2004 
European Championship. They only just made it to South Africa after a qualifying play-off win 
over Ukraine, but in March bounced back to the top ten in FIFA's world rankings. It's the first 
finals for German coach Otto Rehhagel who guided Greece to the Euro title in Portugal. At 71, 
he's the oldest coach at the 2010 tournament. Master schemer Rehhagel appears to have a well-
organised side but his reliance of experienced veterans over youth will probably be the team's 
downfall. His initial squad included ten players from Panathinaikos. 
 
Key men: Inspirational midfield playmaker Georgios Karagounis, a former Benfica and Inter 
Milan player, and striker Theofanis Gekas, the leading scorer in Euro zone qualifying for the 
finals with 10 goals, will have to be on their game. 
 
They say: "I hope everyone is healthy. At the World Cup the best teams in the world will be 
participating and we need to be at 100 percent of our potential to make our presence felt," 
Rehhagel said.  
 
We say: "Rehhagel will be keen to erase the memory of USA '94, when Greece exited the 
tournament after three defeats and having failed to score a goal. But they will struggle against 
better opponents in their group and seem destined to go home early this time around." 
 
Odds: 150-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:  

Michalis Sifakis  
(Aris Salonika)  
 
Alexandros Tzorvas 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Kostas Chalkias 
(PAOK Salonika)  

Defenders:  
Giorgos Seitaridis 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Loukas Vintra 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Evangelos Moras 
(Bologna)  
Socrates 
Papastathopoulos 
(Genoa)  
 
Sotiris Kyrgiakos 
(Liverpool)  
 
Avraam 
Papadopoulos 
(Olympiakos)  
 
Vasilis Torosidis 
(Olympiakos)  
 
Nikos Spiropoulos 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Stelios Malezas 
(PAOK Salonika)  
 
Giorgos Tzavellas 
(Panionios)  
 
Kostas Manolas   
(AEK Athens)  
 
Giorgos Galitsios 
(Olympiakos)  
 
Stergos Marinos 
(Panathinaikos)  

Midfielders:  
Kostas Katsouranis 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Alexandros Tziolis 
(Siena)  
 
Giorgos Karagounis 
(Panathinaikos)  
Sotiris Ninis 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Christos Patsatzoglou 
(Omonia)  
 
Grigoris Makos   
(AEK Athens)  
 
Sakis Prittas         
(Aris Salonika)  
 
Lazaros 
Christodoulopoulos 
(Panathinaikos) 

Forwards:  
Angelos Charisteas 
(Nuremberg)  
 
Dimitris Salpigidis 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Pantelis Kapetanos 
(Steaua Bucharest)  
Theofanis Gekas 
(Hertha Berlin)  
 
Giorgos Samaras 
(Celtic)  
 
Kostas Mitroglou 
(Olympiakos) 
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KOREA REPUBLIC 
 
Manager: Huh Jung-Moo 
 
Training base: Hunters Rest Hotel, Rustenburg  
 
Fixtures: June 12 - Greece, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 1.30pm 
                June 17 - Argentina, Soccer City, Johannesburg, 1.30pm 
                June 22 - Nigeria, Durban, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: The first Asian team to play in a World Cup (1954), they are now making 
their eighth appearance in FIFA's showpiece event. Their best performance came at Japan-Korea 
2002 when they beat Portugal, Italy and Spain to reach the semi-finals. 
 
State of play: The Taeguk Warriors were far from impressive in qualifying for South Africa, 
although they finished top of their group. Huh Jung-Moo's side are enjoying a good run-in to the 
tournament following warm-up wins over fierce rivals Japan and Ecuador in the past two weeks. 
On Monday, they beat Japan 2-0 at a packed Saitama Stadium, an indication of their increasing 
confidence as a unit. Appointed in 2007, Huh has developed an assured attacking team that is 
built around his Europe-based players. Huh will relish the chance to put one over Diego 
Maradona, the man he was instructed to mark at the 1986 finals. 
 
Key men: In Manchester United's Park Ji-Sung, who scored against Japan on Monday, they have 
an inspirational and experienced skipper. He has played in the team's last two World Cup 
outings. Striker Park Chu-Young of AS Monaco will be relied upon to get the goals and 21-year-
old winger Lee Chung-Yong to supply them. Lee was Bolton Wanderers' player-of-the-year, 
players’ player of the year and best newcomer. 
 
They say: "Our team is as strong as any other team in the World Cup finals, because each player 
has confidence and a fighting spirit," Huh said.  
 
We say: "The blend of youth and experience will serve Korea well and they have a real chance 
to go one better than Germany 2006 when they failed to advance beyond the group stages. The 
Nigeria clash will probably decide their fate." 
 
Odds: 300-1 
 
Squad: 

 
Goalkeepers:  
Kim Young-Kwang 
(Ulsan) 
 

Defenders: 

Kwak Tae-Hwi 
(Kyoto, Japan)  
 

Midfielders:  
Koo Ja-Cheol  
(Jeju)  
 

Forwards:  
Park Chu-Young 
(Monaco, France)  
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Lee Woon-Jae 
(Suwon) 
 
Jung Sung-Ryong 
(Seongnam) 
 

Kim Dong-Jin  
(Ulsan) 
 
Kim Hyung-Il 
(Pohang) 
 
Oh Beom-Seok 
(Ulsan)  
 
Lee Young-Pyo      
(Al Hilal, Saudi 
Arabia)  
 
Lee Jung-Soo 
(Kashima, Japan)  
 
Cha Du-Ri    
(Freiburg, Germany)  
 
Cho Yong-Hyung 
(Jeju United) 
 

Ki Sung-Yong 
(Celtic, Scotland),  
 
Kim Bo-Kyung    
(Oita, Japan)  
 
Kim Nam-Il    
(Tomsk, Russia)  
 
Shin Hyung-Min 
(Pohang)  
 
Kim Jae-Sung 
(Pohang)  
 
Kim Jung-Woo 
(Gwangju)  
 
Lee Chung-Yong 
(Bolton England)  
 
Park Ji-Sung 
(Manchester United, 
England) 

Ahn Jung-Hwan 
(Dalian, China)  
 
Lee Seung-Ryul 
(Seoul)  
 
Yeom Ki-Hun, 
(Suwon)  
 
Lee Keun-Ho     
(Jubilo Iwata, Japan)  
 
Lee Dong-Gook 
(Jeonbuk) 
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NIGERIA 
 
Manager: Lars Lagerbeck  
 
Training base: Protea Hotel Waterfront, Richards Bay/ Umhlathuze Sports Complex 
 
Fixtures: June 12 - Argentina, Ellis Park, Johannesburg, 4pm. 
                June 17 – Greece, Bloemfontein, 4pm 
                June 22 – South Korea, Durban, 8.30pm  
 
World Cup record: Nigeria are seeking to progress beyond the second round for the first time 
in this, their fourth finals. 
 
State of play: Dismal in January’s African Cup of Nations, Nigeria nevertheless showed the 
hallmark of their experience, somehow finishing third despite their wretched football. The 
Nigerian FA nevertheless reacted to the poor showing by bringing in Lars Lagerbeck, the 
experienced and respected former Sweden manager. His teams have a reputation for dull and 
methodical football, but, if he can stave off the inevitable interference of his meddlesome 
employers, his management may just be the country’s ticket to the last 16.  
 
Key men: Everton duo Joseph Yobo and Yakubu have endured poor domestic seasons – the 
former injured and hesitant when picked, the latter still recovering from long term injury 
sustained in November 2008 – but if Lagerbeck can get the best out of them for Nigeria then they 
have a chance of progression. Yobo, a supremely quick and strong defender but prone to lapses 
of concentration, is national captain. Yakubu, a deceptively languid player and fine attacking 
pivot, is, on his day, one of the most deadly finishers in the competition. Chelsea’s John Obi 
Mikel is the most eye-catching player in a physically powerful midfield. 
 
They say: “We cannot go into any match with fear. We must go there with the belief that we can 
win every match we play, it doesn't matter whether it is Argentina, or Brazil or Greece. If we 
practice well, and play with hard work and confidence then we can win and we can go far in the 
World Cup," said Lars Lagerbeck. 
 
We say: “It seems strange to say it, but this Nigeria side have many of the same assets 
Lagerbeck’s Swedish teams used to bring to major tournaments: big, physically imposing 
players; a solid and experienced EPL core; and one or two men capable of crafting the 
unexpected. If he can bring tactical discipline and sort out the questionable mentality shown by 
some squad members at the CAN in January, progression from this group may not be beyond 
Nigeria.”  
 
Odds: 100-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:  
Vincent Enyeama 
(Hapoel Tel Aviv, 
Israel) 
 
Dele Aiyenugba  
(Bnei Yehuda, Israel) 
 
Austin Ejide (Hapoel 
Petah Tikva, Israel) 
 
Bassey Akpan 
(Bayelsa United, 
Nigeria) 

Defenders:  
Taye Taiwo 
(Marseille, France) 
 
Elderson Echiejile 
(Rennes, France) 
 
Chidi Odiah     
(CSKA Moscow, 
Russia) 
 
Onyekachi Apam    
(OG Nice, France) 
 
Joseph Yobo 
(Everton, England) 
 
Daniel Shittu    
(Bolton Wanderers, 
England) 
 
Ayodele Adeleye 
(Sparta Rotterdam, 
Netherlands) 
 
Rabiu Afolabi        
(SV Salzburg, 
Austria) 
 
Terna Suswan     
(Lobi Stars, Nigeria) 

Midfielders:  
Chinedu Ogbuke 
Obasi  
(TSG Hoffenheim, 
Germany) 
 
John Utaka 
(Portsmouth, 
England) 
 
Brown Ideye          
(FC Sochaux, France) 
 
Peter Utaka  
(Odense Boldklub,  
Denmark) 
 
Kalu Uche     
(Almeria, Spain) 
 
Dickson Etuhu 
(Fulham, England) 
 
John Mikel Obi 
(Chelsea, England) 
 
Sani Kaita      
(Alaniya, Russia) 
 
Haruna Lukman    
(AS Monaco, France) 
 
Yusuf Ayila   
(Dynamo Kiev, 
Ukraine) 
 
Osaze Odemwingie 
(Lokomotiv Moscow, 
Russia) 

Strikers:  
Yakubu Aiyegbeni 
(Everton, England) 
 
Victor Anichebe 
(Everton, England) 
 
Nwankwo Kanu 
(Portsmouth, 
England) 
 
Obafemi Martins 
(Wolfsburg, 
Germany) 
 
Ikechukwu Uche 
(Real Zaragoza, 
Spain) 
 
Victor Obinna Nsofor 
(Malaga, Spain) 
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ENGLAND 
 
Manager: Fabio Capello 
 
Training base: Royal Bafokeng Sports Complex 
 
Fixtures: June 12 - USA, Rustenburg, 8.30pm. 
                June 18 – Algeria, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
                June 23 – Slovenia, Port Elizabeth, 4pm.  
 
World Cup record: England are seeking to win the World Cup for a second time in this, their 
thirteenth finals. Six times quarter-finalists and once semi-finalists, they are looking to progress 
beyond the last eight for the first time since 1990 
 
State of play: Under coach Fabio Capello, England are playing their most coherent and winning 
football for many years. The Italian has instilled the spirit of professionalism and discipline 
many of its players were more accustomed to at their clubs. Finished top scorers in European 
qualifying as Capello exorcised the nightmare of Steve McLaren’s reign, who was sacked after 
failing to qualify for Euro 2008. However, problems retaining possession and their shortcomings 
against top sides – including Spain and Brazil last year – have been exposed.  
 

Key men: Wayne Rooney comes into the finals on the back of an outstanding season for 
Manchester United; he would surely be a shoe-in for World Player of the Year was it not for 
Lionel Messi’s feats in a Barcelona shirt. Fast, adroit, explosive and with a devastating penchant 
for the unexpected, he is England’s best player since Bobby Charlton; England will hope for an 
injury free run, after he was impeded by injuries in his two previous tournaments. Among the 32 
managers in South Africa, Fabio Capello is the nearest thing to bona fide legend. With an 
astonishing 13 club league titles to his name – nine as manager – managing England was one of 
his few remaining ambitions. Has instilled a sense of belief and discipline previously lacking in 
England’s golden generation. More than anyone else, England’s hopes rest on his shoulders. 
 

They say: "It's a last chance to shine in a World Cup, perhaps even to win one, but without 
getting too carried away we would just like to do ourselves justice. Talking to different groups of 
players in the squad there's an excitement there and a determination after the setback of not 
qualifying for the Euros. We feel as though we owe it to the nation to deliver this time around." 
Steven Gerrard 
 
We say: “International football’s perennial underachievers look a different force with Fabio 
Capello at the helm. But while there is little to choose between football’s founding nation and 
such other established powers as Germany, Holland, Italy and France, there remains a gulf in 
class between England and Brazil and Spain. A failure to retain possession and a thinness of 
talent in key areas – in goal and in attack if Rooney were to get injured – may prove costly for 
England. But with a bit of luck – a commodity in short supply in past tournaments – the latter 
stages may beckon.”  
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Odds: 11-2 
 
Squad: 
 

Goalkeepers:  
Joe Hart  
(Manchester City)  
 
David James 
(Portsmouth)  
 
Robert Green  
(West Ham) 

Defenders:  
Leighton Baines 
(Everton)  
 
Jamie Carragher 
(Liverpool)  
 
Ashley Cole  
(Chelsea)  
 
Michael Dawson 
(Tottenham)  
 
Rio Ferdinand 
(Manchester United)  
 
Glen Johnson 
(Liverpool) 
 
Ledley King 
(Tottenham)  
 
John Terry  
(Chelsea) 
 
Matthew Upson 
 (West Ham)  
 
Stephen Warnock 
(Aston Villa) 

Midfielders:  
Gareth Barry 
(Manchester City)  
 
Michael Carrick 
(Manchester United)  
 
Joe Cole  
(Chelsea)  
 
Steven Gerrard 
(Liverpool)  
 
Tom Huddlestone 
(Tottenham)  
 
Adam Johnson 
(Manchester City)  
 
Frank Lampard 
(Chelsea)  
 
Aaron Lennon 
(Tottenham)  
 
James Milner  
(Aston Villa)  
 
Scott Parker  
(West Ham)  
 
Theo Walcott 
(Arsenal)  
 
Shaun Wright-Phillips 
(Manchester City) 

Forwards:  

Darren Bent 
(Sunderland) 
 
Peter Crouch 
(Tottenham)  
 
Jermain Defoe 
(Tottenham)  
 
Emile Heskey  
(Aston Villa)  
 
Wayne Rooney 
(Manchester United) 
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ALGERIA 

 

Manager: Rabah Saadane  
 
Training base: Ugu Sports Complex 
 
Fixtures: June 13 - Slovenia, Polokwane, 1.30pm. 
                June 18 – England, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
                June 23 – USA, Pretoria 4pm 
 
World Cup record: South Africa is Algeria’s third finals and their first since 1986. They have 
never progressed beyond the first round. 
 
State of play: Shocked world football by pipping bitter rivals Egypt to qualification last 
November in a hotly contested play off after they had finished their group neck and neck. They 
have since been wildly inconsistent – they were drubbed 3-0 by Malawi in January’s African 
Cup of Nations, and 4-0 by Egypt in the semi finals  
– yet still beat Ivory Coast 3-2 to get that far.  
 
Key men: The diminutive winger Karim Ziani is one of Algeria’s few potential match-winners, 
a player of guile and craft who likes to run at opponents, but is nevertheless often guilty of over-
elaboration. A fine overlapping full-back, who was previously a Ligue Un winner with Lyon, 
Nadir Belhadj was one of the stand-out players in Portsmouth’s tumultuous season, appearing 
as a substitute in the FA Cup final but suffering relegation.  
 
They say: “The principal objective is to not be ridiculous, to perform honourably and to play 
football at a high level. We’re going to do our maximum to get to the second round but it’s going 
to depend on a lot of parameters.” Rabah Saadane. 
 
We say: “It’s a moot point, but where would Algeria be in world football with its significant 
diaspora – which includes Samir Nasri, Karim Benzema and, of course, Zinedine Zidane – to 
count upon? They would certainly be more formidable than the limited squad Saadane has at his 
disposal. Unquestionably one of the 2010’s minnows, but group favourites England and the US 
would do well to remember that even a gnat can bite.” 
 

Odds: 500-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:     
Fawzi Chouachi  
(ES Setif)   
Lounes Gaouaoui 
(ASO Chlef)  
  
 Mohamed Lamine 
Zemmamouche  
(MC Alger)  
   
M'bohi Rais Ouheb 
(Slavia Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

Defenders: 

Abdelkader Laifaoui 
(ES Setif)   
Madjid Bougherra 
(Rangers, Scotland) 
   
 Carl Medjani Carl 
(Ajaccio, France) 
    
Rafi Halliche 
(Nacional Madeira, 
Portugal)  
    
Anther Yahia 
(Bochum, Germany) 
   
Haib Belaid 
(Boulogne, France) 
    
Nadir Belhadj 
(Portsmouth, 
England)  
   
Djamel Mesbah 
(Lecce, Italy) 

Midfielders:  

Hassen Yebda 
(Potsmouth, England) 
Mehdi Lacen (Racing 
Santander, Spain) 
   
Yazid Mansouri 
(Lorient, France)  
 
 Adlane Guedioura 
(Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, England) 
   
Riad Boudebouz Riad 
(Sochaux, France) 
   
Djamel Abdoun 
(Nantes, France) 
   
Fouad Kadir 
(Valencienne, France) 
  
Mourad Meghni 
(Lazio, Italy)  
    
Karim Ziani 
(Wolfsburg, 
Germany)  
   
Karim Matmour 
(Borussia 
Monchengladbach, 
Germany) 

Forwards:          
Abdelkader Ghezzal 
(Sienna, Italy)   
Rafik Djebbour  
(AEK Athens, 
Greece) 
 
Rafik Saifi  
(Istres, France) 
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SLOVENIA 

 

Manager: Matjaz Kek 
 
Training base: Hyde Park Southern Sun, Johannesburg 
 
Fixtures: June 13 – Algeria, Polokwane, 1.30pm. 
                June 18 – USA, Ellis Park, Johannesburg, 4pm 
                June 23 – England, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 4pm  
 
World Cup record: Only Slovenia's second appearance in a finals after reaching 2002 in Japan-
Korea when they failed to win a point. 
 
State of play: After gaining independence from independence from the former Yugoslavia in 
1991, Slovenia's stock has steadily risen over the past 10 years thanks to qualification for the 
UEFA Euro 2000 championships in Holland-Belgium - where their fans were one of the noisiest 
and most colourful group of supporters - and the 2002 World Cup. After missing out on 
Germany 2006, Kek took the helm in January 2007 and guided Slovenia, a nation of only two 
million people, to a shock play-off victory over Guus Hiddink's Russia to qualify for the finals. 
Only conceded four goals during the qualifiers. Kek's hard-working team showed their mettle 
against England last September when they only succumbed 2-1 to Fabio Capello's side. The 
clash between Slovenia, ranked 25 in the world, and Algeria who are 30th is make or break for 
both sides. 
 
Key men: A team without star names but striker Zlatan Ljubijankic, who scored against England 
in that autumn friendly and twice in eight qualifiers, could do some damage amid ball-watching 
defences. Cologne striker Milivoje Novakovic, who netted five times during qualifying, will be a 
real threat if he gets good service from midfield. Inter Milan midfielder Rene Krhin is a 
promising youngster who has received high praise from Jose Mourinho. 
 
They say: "We have no outstanding players but our team spirit is second to none and it guided 
us through the qualifiers to the World Cup," Kek told Reuters earlier this month. 
 
We say: "For sure, outsiders in the race for the top two spots in the group. But their opponents 
discount Kek's men at their peril. A win over Algeria would be a confidence booster and provide 
momentum heading into the USA game. Slovenia could profit if Bob Bradley's side start slow 
and they perform above expectations. Just like they sneaked past Russia to book their berth in 
South Africa, they may have enough guile about them to sneak into the next round - with a bit of 
luck." 
 
Odds: 250-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:  
Samir Handanovic 
(Udinese/ITA)  
 
Jasmin Handanovic 
(Mantova/ITA)  
 
Aleksander Seliga 
(Sparta 
Rotterdam/NED) 
 

Defenders:  
Bojan Jokic 
(Chievo/ITA)  
 
Marko Suler 
(Ghent/BEL)  
 
Bostjan Cesar 
(Grenoble/FRA)  
 
Branko Ilic 
(Locomotiv 
Moscow/RUS)  
 
Matej Mavric Rozic 
(Coblenz/GER)  
 
Dejan Kelhar  
(CS Bruges/BEL)  
 
Elvedin Dzinic 
(Maribor)  
 
Miso Brecko 
(Cologne/GER)  
 
Suad Filekovic 
(Maribor) 

Midfielders:  
Andraz Kirm 
(Wisla/POL)  
 
Andrej Komac 
(Maccabi Tel 
Aviv/ISR)  
 
Rene Krhin  
(Inter Milan/ITA)  
 
Mirnes Sisic  
(PAS Giannina/GRE)  
 
Darjan Matic  
(Rapid 
Bucharest/ROM)  
 
Dalibor Stevanovic 
(Vitesse 
Arnhem/NED)  
 
Robert Koren  
(West 
Bromwich/ENG)  
 
Aleksander 
Radosavljevic 
(Larissa/GRE)  
 
Valter Birsa 
(Auxerre/FRA) 

Strikers:  
Milivoje Novakovic 
(Cologne/GER)  
 
Zlatko Dedic 
(Bochum/GER)  
 
Zlatan Ljubijankic 
(Ghent/BEL)  
 
Nejc Pecnik 
(Nacional/POR)  
 
Tim Matavz  
(FC Groningen/NED) 
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USA 
 
Manager: Bob Bradley 
 
Training base: Irene Country Lodge, near Pretoria. 
 
Fixtures: June 13 - England, Rustenburg, 8.30pm. 
               June 18 – Slovenia, Ellis Park, 8pm. 
               June 23 – Algeria, Pretoria 4pm 
 
World Cup record: South Africa marks the United States’ sixth consecutive finals and seventh 
overall. Although steadily improving on its finals’ record, the country is still to progress to the 
quarter-finals stage. 
 
State of play: At last summer’s Confederations Cup, the United States did what no other country 
has managed for several years and beat Spain to progress to the final, where they were ultimately 
defeated by Brazil despite leading 2-0 at half time. The performance then showed that anything 
is possible by Bradley’s well-drilled team, which makes up for its lack of star quality with 
solidity and a great team ethos. The US will also be helped by a significant travelling support.  
 
Key men: Landon Donovan showed at the third time of asking that he could cut it in Europe 
during a successful loan spell with Everton earlier this year. Fast, clever and with a knack of 
timing his runs with deadly perfection, he has both game-changing potential and the diligence 
and energy that make him a persistent threat for any full back. Clint Dempsey became the first 
American to appear in a major European final, when he turned out for Fulham against Atletico 
Madrid in the Europa League this month. A playmaker with an eye for goal the Texan is crucial 
to the US, yet lacks some of the guile of his European counterparts.  
 
They say: "We feel we have a great group in that regard. Guys that have been to the World Cup 
before, and have become good leaders, some younger players that have played key roles 
throughout qualifying, some new players that came in late but still bring enthusiasm and as a 
group I think there’s great character, and we think that’s one of our strengths.” Bob Bradley 
 
We say: “For the vast legions of US sports fans, the “soccer” World Cup looms larger in their 
calendar than ever before. This summer Team USA will be among the best supported of the 31 
nations visiting South Africa, and their passionate fanbase may inspire Bob Bradley’s well-
drilled and highly motivated squad to great things. Despite disappointing results in their warm up 
matches, a straightforward group should see progress to the last sixteen where Germany or 
Ghana will probably lie in wait. As they showed last summer in South Africa, the US need fear 
no-one. 
 
Odds: 80-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers: 

Brad Guzan  
(Aston Villa)  
 
Marcus Hahnemann 
(Wolverhampton)  
 
Tim Howard 
(Everton) 

Defenders:  
Carlos Bocanegra 
(Stade Rennais)  
 
Jonathan Bornstein 
(Chivas USA)  
 
Steve Cherundolo 
(Hannover 96)  
 
Jay DeMerit 
(Watford)  
 
Clarence Goodson  
(IK Start)  
 
Oguchi Onyewu  
(AC Milan)  
 
Jonathan Spector 
(West Ham)  
 
DaMarcus Beasley 
(Unattached) 

Midfielders:  
Michael Bradley 
(Borussia 
Monchengladbach)  
 
Ricardo Clark 
(Eintracht Frankfurt)  
 
Clint Dempsey 
(Fulham)  
 
Landon Donovan  
(LA Galaxy)  
 
Maurice Edu 
(Rangers)  
 
Benny Feilhaber 
(AGF Aarhus)  
 
Stuart Holden 
(Bolton)  
 
Jose Torres  
(Pachuca) 

Strikers:  
Edson Buddle  
(LA Galaxy)  
 
Robbie Findley  
(Real Salt Lake)  
 
Herculez Gomez 
(Pachuca)  
 
Jozy Altidore 
(Villarreal) 
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GERMANY  
 
Manager: Joachim Low 
 
Training base: Velmore Hotel, near Pretoria  
 
Fixtures: June 13 - Australia, Durban, 8.30pm 
                June 18 - Serbia, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 1.30pm 
                June 23 - Ghana, Johannesburg's Soccer City, 8.30pm  
 
World Cup record: Three-time World Cup winners (1954, 1974, 1990). Runners-up at 
Korea/Japan 2002, third at Germany 2006. 
 
State of play: Germany are in the 'Group of death', December's draw pitching them with three 
potentially tough opponents. Their World Cup hopes have been dented with the withdrawal 
through injury of Chelsea's midfield maestro Michael Ballack and Schalke defender Heiko 
Westermann, who was crocked in Germany's 3-0 friendly win over Hungary. Low had already 
lost a goalkeeper and two other midfielders in the build-up to South Africa 2010. Add to this the 
fact that striker Miroslav Klose, top scorer at Germany 2006, has struggled for form all season 
with Bayern Munich and it's clear that the team could find the going tough in South Africa. 
 
Key men: Philipp Lahm captains Germany in place of Ballack and his experience is vital to the 
team's success. Ballack's replacement in midfield is likely to be Stuttgart's 23-year-old Sami 

Khedira, who will shoulder a huge responsibility in the centre alongside Bastian Schweinsteiger. 
Lukas Podolski will be relied upon to get the goals. 
 
They say: "It is clear that it will be no easy task to get Miro in form. For Miro it is now about 
becoming more certain in training. People have often written Miro off before. But when it comes 
to it, he is there," Low told the Bild newspaper.  
 
We say: "Despite their injury woes, Germany still have enough quality to get through the group. 
With Klose out of sorts, Low will be looking to his youngsters to step up. The 26-year-old Lahm 
must provide strong leadership. And if Podolski can forge a good partnership with either Brazil-
born Cacau or Mario Gomez up front, they have a chance of making the latter stages." 
 
Odds: 12-1 
 
Squad: 

 
Goalkeepers: 

Hans-Jorg Butt 
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Manuel Neuer 

Defenders:  
Per Mertesacker 
(Werder Bremen)  
 
Heiko Westermann 

Midfielders:  

Sami Khedira 
(Stuggart)  
 
Piotr Trochowski 

Forwards: 

Lukas Podolski 
(Cologne) 
 
Miroslav Klose 
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(Schalke 04) 
  
Tim Wiese  
(Werder Bremen)  

(Schalke 04)  
 
Philipp Lahm  
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Jerome Boateng 
(Hamburg)  
 
Andreas Beck 
(Hoffenheim)  
 
Arne Friedrich 
(Hertha Berlin)  
 
Serdar Tasci 
(Stuttgart)  
 
Marcell Jansen 
(Hamburg)  
 
Holger Badstuber 
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Dennis Aogo 
(Hamburg) 

(Hamburg)  
 
Marko Marin  
(Werder Bremen)  
 
Bastian 
Schweinsteiger 
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Mesut Ozil  
(Werder Bremen)  
 
Toni Kroos  
(Bayer Leverkusen) 

(Bayern Munich)  
 
Stefan Kiessling 
(Bayer Leverkusen)  
 
Cacau  
(Stuttgart)  
 
Thomas Muller 
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Mario Gomez  
(Bayern Munich) 
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AUSTRALIA 

 
Manager: Pim Verbeek 
 

Training base: Kloofzicht Lodge 
 
Fixtures: June 13 - Germany, Durban, 8.30pm. 
                June 19 – Ghana, Rustenberg, 4pm. 
                June 23 – Serbia, Nelspruit, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: After more than thirty years in the international wilderness, Australia have 
made it an unprecedented two finals in a row in this, their third World Cup. Were unlucky to fall 
in the second round last time, only falling to eventual winners Italy after a controversial injury 
time penalty. 
 
State of play: Were amongst the first qualifiers for South Africa after an impressive campaign in 
Asian qualifying. However the limitations of an aging squad with few stars have been shown in a 
disappointing build up to the tournament. Verbeek, a journeyman coach who leaves the 
manager’s job after the tournament, is tactically sound, but lacks the charisma of his outstanding 
predecessor, Guus Hiddink. 
 
Key men: Just as he does with his club, Everton, Tim Cahill personifies everything that is good 
about the Socceroos. Cahill combines the hardness, love for his team and never-say-die spirit that 
is typical of his countryman with real élan on the ball and a knack of being in the right place at 
precisely the right time in the penalty area. Australia’s hopes rest on his shoulders. Lampooned 
in England as a mercenary after infamously rejecting Liverpool for West Ham some years ago, 
the footballing merits of Soceroos’ captain Lucas Neill tend to be overlooked. Doughty and 
tough, he is the sort of player any country would want with their backs to the wall.  
 
They say: "People will know how fit and powerful Australia will be after 2006, and expect a 
physical game from us. We have to surprise them with technique and skill. We've so many 
footballing players good on the ball. We should exploit that. I honestly believe the teams who are 
best organised will advance from the group. All of the sides have ability and we need to match 
them in that sense if we want it to be us that goes through." Lucas Neill 
 
We say: “Australia will be banking on Verbeek’s tactical astuteness and the experience and guile 
of players like Cahill, Neill, forward Harry Kewell and goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer. All these 
players are stalwarts of the EPL and such grounding will serve them well. But beyond the first 
XI, the thinness of Verbeek’s resources are palpable and Australia may need a touch of luck in 
order to progress – a commodity in thin supply last time around.” 
 
Odds: 125-1 
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Squad: 

 
 
Goalkeepers:  
Mark Schwarzer 
(Fulham)  
 
Adam Federici 
(Reading)  
 
Brad Jones 
(Middlesbrough)  
 
Eugene 
Galekovic 
(Adelaide United) 

Defenders:  
Lucas Neill 
(Galatasaray)  
 
Craig Moore 
(unattached)  
 
Scott Chipperfield 
(Basel)  
 
David Carney 
(Twente Enschede)  
 
Luke Wilkshire 
(Dynamo Moscow)  
 
Rhys Williams 
(Middlesbrough)  
 
Shane Lowry  
(Aston Villa)  
 
Mark Milligan  
(JEF United) 
 
Michael Beauchamp 
(Al-Jazira) 

Midfielders:  

Tim Cahill  
(Everton)  
Mark Bresciano 
(Palermo)  
 
Vince Grella 
(Blackburn)  
 
Brett Emerton 
(Blackburn)  
Jason Culina  
(Gold Coast) 
 
Brett Holman  
(AZ Alkmaar)  
 
Carl Valeri  
(Sassuolo)  
 
Mile Jedinak 
(Antalyaspor)  
 
Richard Garcia  
(Hull)  
 
Tommy Oar  
(Utrecht)  
 
Dario Vidosic 
(Nuremberg)  
 
James Holland  
(AZ Alkmaar) 

Forwards:  
Josh Kennedy 
(Nagoya)  
 
Nikita Rukavytsya 
(Twente Enschede)  
 
Harry Kewell 
(Galatasaray) 
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GHANA 
 
Manager: Milovan Rajevac 
 

Training base: Rhoode Vallei/ Eerstuerust Stadium 
 
Fixtures: 13 June – Serbia, Pretoria, 4pm 
                19 June – Australia, Rustenburg, 4pm 
                23 June – Germany, Soccer City, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: 2010 is Ghana’s second finals, following their qualification for Germany 
four years ago. 
 
State of play: In January’s African Cup of Nations, Ghana, without midfield powerhouse 
Michael Essien, were a pallid imitation of the force that had so impressed at the 2006 finals. 
When it was announced this week that Essien would also be out injured for the World Cup, it 
was a devastating blow to their chances. A lack of experience threatens to undo them, but 
nobody gave them a chance of progression in 2006, and they did just that – knocking out the 
Czech Republic along the way. 
 
Key men: Stephen Appiah was once the golden boy of African football, but his career has been 
wracked with injuries for most of the last four years. He went without club football for 18 
months – though still played for the national team – until joining Bologna in January and in the 
absence of Essien, his energy and experience is essential. Nineteen year old midfielder, 
Emmanual Agyemang-Badu, is a graduate of Ghana’s Under-20 World Cup winning side and 
was a strong presence in the Ghana midfield during the African Cup of Nations; World Cup 2010 
may be too early for him, but Essien’s advantage will give him a chance to shine. 
 
They say: “We want to achieve with this team and must work hard. We will focus on the task 
ahead and hope we have a good World Cup. I hope the past experiences with injuries, though 
unfortunate will help us stay united and fight for each other.” Milovan Rajevac 
 
We say: “Given the pedigree of their opponents, it was always going to be a big ask for Ghana to 
progress beyond Group D, but the absence of their key man – Michael Essien – may just make 
that task insurmountable. At their best they are capable of breathtaking, free-flowing football, but 
defensive frailties and inexperience in key areas may prove costly.” 
 
Odds: 66-1 
 
Squad: 
 

Goalkeepers:  
Richard Kingson 
(Wigan Athletic)  

Defenders: 

Samuel Inkoom 
(Basle)  

Midfielders:  
Sulley Muntari  
(Inter Milan) 

Forwards: 
Matthew Amoah 
(NAC Breda)  
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Daniel Agyei  
(Liberty 
Professionals)  
 
Stephen Ahorlu 
(Hearts of Lions)  
 
Stephen Adams 
(Aduana Stars) 

 
Eric Addo  
(Roda JC)  
 
Jonathan Mensah 
(Granada)  
 
Lee Addy  
(Bechem Chelsea)  
 
Rahim Ayew 
(Zamalek)  
 
Hans Sarpei  
(Bayer Leverkusen)  
 
John Mensah  
(Lyon)  
 
Isaac Vorsah 
(Hoffenheim)  
 
John Pantsil  
(Fulham) 

 
Derek Boateng 
(Getafe)  
 
Anthony Annan 
(Rosenborg)  
 
Emmanuel 
Agyemang-Badu  
(Udinese) 
 
Kwadwo Asamoah 
(Udinese)  
 
Andre Ayew 
(Marseille)  
 
Michael Essien 
(Chelsea)  
 
Stephen Appiah 
(Bologna)  
 
Haminu Draman 
(Lokomotiv Moscow)  
 
Quincy Owusu 
Abeyie 
 (Al Sadd)  
 
Bernard Kumordzie 
(Panionios)  
 
Laryea Kingston 
(Hearts)  
    
Kevin-Prince Boateng 
(Portsmouth) 

  
Asamoah Gyan 
(Rennes)  
   
Prince Tagoe 
(Hoffenheim)  
  
Dominic Adiyiah 
(Milan) 
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SERBIA 
 
Manager: Radomir Antic  
 
Training base: Sunnyside Park Hotel, Johannesburg  
 
Fixtures: June 13 - Ghana, Tshwane/Pretoria, 4pm 
                June 18 - Germany, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 1.30pm 
                June 23, Australia, Nelspruit, 8.30pm  
 
World Cup record: Making their first appearance independently as Serbia, they were part of the 
Yugoslavia team that clocked up nine previous World Cup finals. As Serbia and Montenegro at 
the 2006 World Cup, they failed to advance beyond the group stage after losing all three 
matches. 
 
State of play: Comfortably qualified for South Africa, beating France to top spot in their section. 
But Serbia head to the World Cup on the back of an embarrassing warm-up defeat to New 
Zealand, a team ranked 63 places below them. Their Group D opponents Australia beat the same 
All Whites team 2-1 a week ago. Serbia will be hoping to show they are a threat at the World 
Cup in their final friendlies against Poland tonight and Cameroon on June 5. 
 
Key men: Manchester United's Nemanja Vidic and Chelsea's Branislav Ivanovic are the rocks in 
the Serbian defence. All eyes will be on chief goal-getters Marko Pantelic and new Birmingham 
signing Nikola Zigic, who at 6ft 8in is one of the tallest players at the World Cup. The 29-year-
old has scored 16 goals in 42 matches for his country. 
 
They say: "The defeat to New Zealand has changed absolutely nothing in our mood or work. 
Everything is still at the highest level with a true desire to be in South Africa," Serbia midfielder 
Zdravko Kuzmanovic was quoted by PA. 
 
We say: "Antic, who knows a thing or two about coaching having previously managed Real 
Madrid, Atletico Madrid and Barcelona, has instilled belief in a side that failed to qualify for 
Euro 2008 and bombed out of the Beijing Olympics. Dark horses in the group, the White Eagles 
could quite easily cause an upset or two if their strikers gel." 
 
Odds: 66-1 
 
Squad: 
 

Goalkeepers: 
Vladimir Stojkovic 
(Sporting)  

Defenders:  
Branislav Ivanovic 
(Chelsea)  

Midfielders:      
Dejan Stankovic 
(Inter Milan)   

Forwards:   
Nikola Zigic 
(Birmingham City) 
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Bojan Isailovic 
(Zaglebie Lubin) 
    
Andjelko Djuricic 
(Uniao Leiria) 

   
Antonio Rukavina 
(1860 Munich) 
   
Nemanja Vidic 
(Manchester United) 
    
Neven Subotic 
(Borussia Dortmund) 
    
Aleksandar Lukovic 
(Udinese) 
   
Ivan Obradovic 
(Zaragoza)  
    
Aleksandar Kolarov 
(Lazio).  
 

 
 Gojko Kacar  
(Hertha Berlin) 
    
Nenad Milijas 
(Wolverhampton 
Wanderers)  
   
Zdravko Kuzmanovic 
(VfB Stuttgart) 
    
Radosav Petrovic 
(Partizan Belgrade) 
    
Milos Krasic  
(CSKA Moscow) 
    
Zoran Tosic 
(Manchester United) 
    
Milos Ninkovic 
(Dynamo Kiev) 
   
 Milan Jovanovic 
(Standard Liege). 

    
Marko Pantelic  
(Ajax Amsterdam) 
    
Danko Lazovic  
(Zenit St. Petersburg) 
    
Dragan Mrdja 
(Vojvodina Novi Sad) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

(Copyright 1992 - 2010, all rights reserved. The information in this report may not be published, excerpted, or otherwise 

distributed in print or broadcast without the express prior consent of World Football Insider and Around the Rings, Inc.) 

CAMEROON 

 

Manager: Paul Le Guen 
 
Training base: Oyster Box/ Northlands Primary School, Durban 
 
Fixtures: June 14 – Japan, Bloemfontein, 4pm 
                June 19 – Denmark, Pretoria, 8.30pm 
                June 24 – Holland, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: 2010 is Cameroon’s sixth tournament and they have missed just two finals 
since first qualifying in 1982. Heroes at Italia ’90 when they were unlucky to be knocked out in 
the quarter-finals by England, they have failed to make it past the first round on all other 
occasions. 
 
State of play: Highly fortunate to qualify after a dismal opening to their group, the arrival of 
Paul Le Guen – the former Lyon manager – as coach midway through qualification galvanised 
them, bringing tactical nous and discipline to their ranks. They were nevertheless disappointing 
in January’s African Cup of Nations and poor results in warm-up games cast doubt over their 
ability to compete with European nations. 
 
Key men: Stephane M’Bia turned down a move to the cash-rich Premier League last summer, 
instead leaving Rennes to join Marseille in a £12 million deal. The powerful defensive 
midfielder was rewarded with a Ligue 1 championship medal and a enhanced reputation; has the 
potential to be a star on the highest stage. Triple European champion, triple African footballer of 
the year – if Samuel Eto’o isn’t the greatest African footballer of all time, he’s probably the most 
successful. Lean, adroit, devastatingly fast and a deadly finisher he is crucial to the Indomitable 
Lions’ chances. 
 
They say: "It's been a dream and it keeps going. We'll see what happens. I'll try to enjoy it and 
try to do my best, as always. We have Japan, Denmark and Holland, a tough group. I think we 
can get through the group but we'll have to be focused, professional and work hard together. The 
game against Holland will may be the hardest but you never know what can happen in football," 
said Benoit Assou-Ekotto. 
 
We say: “If they can overcome a disappointing first half to 2010, Cameroon could be the 
African stars of this World Cup. They have the players, they have the manager and they have a 
largely favourable draw. What they lack in creativity, they make up for in power and pace, and 
the rapier-like Eto’o will cause problems for any defence. 
 
Odds: 80-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers: 
Hamidou 
Souleymanou  
(Kayserispor)  
 
Carlos Kameni 
(Espanyol)  
 
Guy Roland Ndy 
Assembe 
(Valenciennes) 

Defenders: 
Benoit Assou-Ekotto 
(Tottenham)  
 
Sebastien Bassong 
(Tottenham)  
 
Gaetan Bong 
(Valenciennes)  
 
Aurelien Chedjou 
(Lille)  
 
Geremi  
(Ankaragucu)  
 
Stephane Mbia 
(Marseille)  
 
Nicolas Nkoulou 
(Monaco)  
 
Rigobert Song 
(Trabzonspor)  

Midfielders: 
Eyong Enoh  
(Ajax)  
 
Jean II Makoun 
(Lyon)  
 
Georges Mandjeck 
(Kaiserslautern)  
 
Joel Matip  
(Schalke)  
 
Landry Nguemo 
(Celtic)  
 
Alexandre Song 
(Arsenal) 

Forwards 
Vincent Aboubakar 
(Coton Sport)  
 
Eric Choupo-Moting 
(Nuremberg)  
 
Achille Emana  
(Betis)    
    
Samuel Eto'o  
(Inter Milan)   
        
Mohamadou Idrissou 
(Freiburg)  
    
Achille Webo 
(Mallorca) 
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JAPAN 
 
Manager: Takeshi Okada 
 
Training base: Fancourt Hotel and Country Club, Western Cape 
 
Fixtures: June 14 – Cameroon, Bloemfontein, 4pm 
                June 19 – Holland, Durban, 1.30pm 
                June 24 – Denmark, Rustenburg, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: 2010 is Japan’s fourth consecutive finals; they have only once made it past 
the first round, however, when co-hosting with South Korea in 2002. 
 
State of play: Japan approach the 2010 finals high on experience, but with a muted sense of 
optimism among their passionate fans. A patchy qualification campaign did little to assuage 
doubts about their dour manager Takeshi Okada. Despite having more players in the top 
European leagues than ever before, there is a definite sense that Okada does not get the best out 
of them, while his claims that Japan can make the semi-finals have met ridicule. A poor build-up 
to the finals, including a home defeat to South Korea, and a second half implosion against 
England in Austria after hapless defending (two own goals and a penalty conceded) will have 
further dented confidence. 
 
Key men: Playmaker Keisuke Honda had an assured season in the Russian and Champions 
League with CSKA Moscow. Powerful and quick, he is a fine crosser of the ball with an eye for 
goal. Wolfsburg’s Makota Hasebe is an outstanding exponent of the lost art of dribbling and has 
emerged as one of Japan’s key players. Yashito Endo, who last year was named Asian footballer 
of the year, is another of Japan’s technically gifted midfielders.  
 
They say: "I have not changed my goal at all. With these 23 players, I believe we can make 
[qualifying for the semi-finals] happen. Japan keep on challenging like swarming flies - and have 
a great work rate. We are also fast in switching between offensive and defensive and well 
organized. Those are our strengths," said Takeshi Okada. 
 
We say: “Although experienced and technically adept, Japan go into the tournament with a 
reputation for punching below their weight and travelling badly. Will need to shore up a creaky 
defense if they are to progress beyond the first stage, never mind meet Okada’s lofty ambition of 
making the last four.” 
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Odds: 200-1 
 
Squad: 

Goalkeepers:      
Seigo Narazaki 
(Nagoya Grampus) 
    
Eiji Kawashima 
(Kawasaki Frontale) 
 
Yoshikatsu 
Kawaguchi  
(Jubilo Iwata) 

Defenders:   
Yuji Nakazawa 
(Yokohama Marinos) 
    
Marcus Tulio Tanaka 
(Nagoya Grampus) 
    
Yuichi Komano 
(Jubilo Iwata)  
    
Daiki Iwamasa 
(Kashima Antlers) 
    
Yasuyuki Konno  
(FC Tokyo)  
    
Yuto Nagatomo  
(FC Tokyo)  
    
Atsuto Uchida 
(Kashima Antlers) 

Midfielders: 

Shunsuke Nakamura 
(Yokohama Marinos) 
    
Yasuhito Endo 
(Gamba Osaka) 
    
Kengo Nakamura 
(Kawasaki Frontale) 
    
Junichi Inamoto 
(Kawasaki Frontale) 
    
Yuki Abe  
(Urawa Red 
Diamonds)  
    
Makoto Hasebe 
(Wolfsburg, 
Germany)  
    
Keisuke Honda 
(CSKA Moscow) 
    
Daisuke Matsui 
(Grenoble) 

Forwards:      
Shinji Okazaki 
(Shimizu S-Pulse)  
 
  Keiji Tamada 
(Nagoya Grampus) 
    
Yasuhito Okubo 
(Vissel Kobe)  
   
 Kisho Yano 
 (Albirex Niigata) 
  
Takayuki Morimoto 
(Catania) 
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NETHERLANDS 
 
Manager: Bert van Marwijk  
 
Training base: Hilton Sandton Hotel, Gauteng  
 
Fixtures: June 14 - Denmark, Johannesburg's Soccer City, 1.30pm 
                June 19 - Japan, Durban, 1.30pm 
                June 24 - Cameroon, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: Missed out on winning football's biggest prize in 1974 and 1978 and came 
fourth at France '98. This is their ninth appearance at the finals. 
 
State of play: The Oranje sometimes flatter to deceive in the pressure-cooker environment of a 
big tournament. But on paper they are blessed with quality running through the team and pose a 
real threat in South Africa. Their class was much in evidence in World Cup qualifying when they 
chalked up eight victories from eight games. Van Marwijk, the former Feyenoord coach, may not 
be the most charismatic of managers on the touchline through the tournament but he's one of the 
most astute. Convincing warm-up victories over Ghana and Mexico underlined the team's 
firepower up front and sent a warning to their group rivals that they are a force to be reckoned 
with this time around. 
 
Key men: A wealth of talent. This golden generation of Dutch players is peaking just in time for 
the World Cup. Wesley Sneijder has been in sparkling form for Inter Milan, his creative abilities 
on view in the latter stages of his club's Champions League campaign. With the Serie A, Coppa 
Italia and Champions League titles to his name, he's now hungry for success on the biggest stage 
of all. Bayern Munich midfielder Mark van Bommel provides a measure of control in midfield, 
while Arjen Robben has rediscovered his form on the wing. Robin van Persie's pace, craft and 
thumping left peg should net the Oranje a few goals. Liverpool marksman Dirk Kuyt can be 
expected to use his physical prowess in the box to good effect against weak defenses. 
 
They say: "If you don't believe that you can achieve something great you can be sure nothing 
will happen," said Van Marwijk. 
 
We say: "The Dutch should cruise the group. Blessed as they are with so many talented players 
in the form of their lives, the Oranje have a great chance to get their hands on the Jules Rimet 
trophy. But they will be wary of going full pelt in the opening matches after what happened in 
their Euro 2008 campaign. In Austria-Switzerland, Marco van Basten's side thrashed Italy 3-0 
and France 4-1 before sweeping past Romania and slumping to a 3-1 defeat against Guus 
Hiddink's Russia in the quarter-finals." 
 
Odds: 10-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:  

Sander Boschker  
(FC Twente) 
 
 Maarten 
Stekelenburg  
(Ajax) 
 
 Michel Vorm  
(FC Utrecht) 

Defenders: 
Khalid Boulahrouz 
(Stuttgart)  
 
Edson Braafheid 
(Celtic)  
 
John Heitinga 
(Everton)  
 
Joris Mathijsen 
(Hamburg)  
 
Andre Ooijer  
(PSV Eindhoven)  
 
Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst 
(Feyenoord)  
 
Gregory van der Wiel 
(Ajax) 

Midfielders:  
Ibrahim Afellay  
(PSV Eindhoven)  
 
Nigel de Jong 
(Manchester City)  
 
Demy de Zeeuw 
(Ajax)  
 
Stijn Schaars  
(AZ Alkmaar)  
 
Wesley Sneijder  
(Inter Milan)  
 
Mark van Bommel 
(Bayern Munich)  
 
Rafael van der Vaart 
(Real)  

Forwards:   
Ryan Babel 
(Liverpool)    
 
 Eljero Elia 
(Hamburg)  
    
Klaas Jan Huntelaar 
(AC Milan)  
    
Dirk Kuyt  
(Liverpool)  
    
Arjen Robben 
(Bayern Munich) 
    
Robin van Persie 
(Arsenal) 
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DENMARK 
 
Manager: Morten Olsen 
 
Training base: Simola Hotel Country Club, Western Cape  
 
Fixtures: June 14 - the Netherlands, Johannesburg's Soccer City, 1.30pm 
                June 19 - Cameroon, Tshwane/Pretoria, 8.30pm 
                June 24 - Japan, Rustenburg, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: South Africa is Denmark's fourth World Cup. Fared well in previous 
outings, reaching the quarter-finals at France '98 and the round of 16 twice. Currently ranked 
26th in the world. 
 
State of play: Having failed to reach Germany 2006 and Euro 2008, the Danes finished top of 
their group in qualifying ahead of Portugal, Sweden and Hungary and are in buoyant mood 
coming into the tournament. Olsen, who has been head coach for a decade - longer than any 
other manager at the World Cup - has built a team that is tough to beat. In recent warm-ups 
they've notched a win against Senegal and a loss to Australia. Their class will come under 
scrutiny in a friendly against South Africa on June 5. 
 
Key men: Arsenal striker Nicklas Bendtner, Denmark's most outstanding player since the 
Laudrup brothers is a major worry for Olsen. Struggling with a groin injury, he's barely 
participated in recent friendlies and is only in light training. The 22-year-old shoulders a huge 
responsibility to inspire the Danes, despite his youthfulness, following Bendtner's stunning 
performances for the Gunners this season, most notably his hat-trick in their win over Porto in 
the UEFA Champions League. Injuries to Wolfsburg midfielder Thomas Kahlenberg and 
Feyenoord's Jon Dahl Tomasson, who should lead the front line, are also concerns. Liverpool's 
Daniel Agger is the defensive stalwart.  
 
They say: “It’s always good to be in South Africa. I have been here plenty of times and I have 
always had a good time. The most important thing for us is to adapt to the altitude and prepare 
for the tournament. I think this will be a challenge for all the European teams because some of 
them will not be used to the altitude," said Olsen. 
 
We say: "Mounting injuries and a lack of cutting edge in attack are likely to be Denmark's 
undoing in the tournament. The target is second place in the group behind the Dutch who are 
outright favourites to come top, but the Danes need someone to hit goalscoring form for that to 
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happen." 
 
Odds: 125-1 
 
Squad: 

Goalkeepers: 

Thomas Sorensen 
(Stoke City)   
 
Stefan Andersen 
(Brondby)  
    
Jesper Christiansen 
(FC Copenhagen) 

Defenders:   
Daniel Agger 
(Liverpool)  
    
Simon Kjaer 
(Palermo)  
    
Per Kroldrup 
(Fiorentina)  
    
Lars Jacobsen 
(Blackburn Rovers) 
    
Simon Busk Poulsen 
(AZ)   
    
William Kvist 
Jorgensen  
 (FC Copenhagen) 
   
Patrick Mtiliga 
(Malaga) 

Midfielders:   
Daniel Jensen 
(Werder Bremen) 
    
Christian Poulsen 
(Juventus)  
    
Christian Eriksen 
(Ajax)   
    
Jakob Poulsen  
(AGF)   
    
Martin Jorgensen 
(AGF)   
    
Mikkel Beckmann 
(Randers)  
    
Thomas Enevoldsen 
(Groningen)  
    
Thomas Kahlenberg 
(Wolfsburg)  
    
Dennis Rommedahl 
(Ajax)   
    
Jesper Gronkjaer  
(FC Copenhagen) 

Forwards:  

 Jon Dahl Tomasson 
(Feyenoord)  
    
Nicklas Bendtner 
(Arsenal)  
    
Soeren Larsen 
(Duisburg). 
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ITALY 

 
Manager: Marcello Lippi 
 
Training base: Leriba Lodge, Pretoria 
 
Fixtures: June 14 – Paraguay, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
                June 20 – New Zealand, Nelspruit, 4pm 
                June 24 – Slovakia, Ellis Park, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: Current holders after winning the tournament for the fourth time four years 
ago; have qualified for every finals since 1962. 
 
State of play: The world champions go into the World Cup with a muted sense of optimism. 
Coach Marcello Lippi – a hero four years ago – is leaving after the finals and acknowledges that 
if Italy do badly his domestic press will “massacre” him. An aging squad has shown many signs 
of creaking, not least when Italy were torn apart in last summer’s Confederations Cup. But you 
can never write the Italians off; last time they went into the finals after a dismal build-up and 
with Calciopoli hanging over them and still won it. 
 
Key men: The core of the 2006 squad remains, but many figures – not least Fabio Cannavaro – a 
shadow today of the colossus he was four years ago – are diminished. The most notable 
exception is goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon, still arguably the best in the world. Italy badly need 
Andrea Pirlo to recover from a pre-tournament injury to bring composure and élan to their 
midfield. Claudio Marchiso, a creative left midfielder, comes into the finals on the back of an 
excellent season for Juventus. He could certainly make a name for himself. 
 
They say: "We are nearly all over thirty, but qualified for this World Cup with a game to spare. 
This tournament isn’t a league with 50 matches in which your physical condition is crucial. At a 
World Cup seven matches is all it takes. That’s why we’re going for it.” Fabio Cannavaro 
 
We say: "With a highly critical media focusing on an aging squad and underwhelming results, 
Italy are few people’s favourites for 2010 – not least at home. But their problems now pale by 
comparison to those preceding the last World Cup and the “Dad’s Army” cliché may ultimately 
work to Italy’s advantage. Six or seven of their likely starters have more than 50 caps – such 
experience at this level should never be discounted.  
 
Odds: 12-1 
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Squad: 

 
Goalkeepers: 
Gianluigi Buffon 
(Juventus)  
 
Morgan De Sanctis 
(Napoli), 
 
 Federico Marchetti 
(Cagliari)  

Defenders:  
Salvatore Bocchetti 
(Genoa) 
 
 Leonardo Bonucci 
(Bari)  
 
Fabio Cannavaro 
(Juventus)  
 
Giorgio Chiellini 
(Juventus)  
 
Domenico Criscito 
(Genoa)  
 
Christian Maggio 
(Napoli)  
 
Gianluca Zambrotta 
(AC Milan)  

Midfielders:  
Mauro Camoranesi 
(Juventus)  
 
Daniele De Rossi  
(AS Roma)  
 
Gennaro Gattuso  
(AC Milan)  
 
Claudio Marchisio 
(Juventus)  
 
Riccardo Montolivo 
(Fiorentina)  
 
Angelo Palombo 
(Sampdoria)  
 
Simone Pepe 
(Udinese)  
 
Andrea Pirlo  
(AC Milan)  

Forwards:  
Antonio Di Natale 
(Udinese)  
 
Alberto Gilardino 
(Fiorentina) 
 
Vincenzo Iaquinta 
(Juventus) 
 
Giampaolo Pazzini 
(Sampdoria)  
 
Fabio Quagliarella 
(Napoli) 
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PARAGUAY  
 
Manager: Gerardo Martino 
 
Training base: Woodridge Country Estate, Kwazulu Natal 
 
Fixtures: June 14 – Italy, Cape Town, 8.30pm 
                June 20 – Slovakia, Bloemfontain, 1.30pm 
                June 24 – Polokwane, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: With its small population, Paraguay are World Cup overachievers, reaching 
the last four tournaments and eight overall. They have never been past the second round, 
however. 
 
State of play: Considered by many South American football observers to be the finest Paraguay 
team in generations, they suffered a devastating blow in January when striker Salvador Cabanas 
was shot in the head in an attack in a bar in Mexico City. The former South American Footballer 
of the Year was a prolific goalscorer in the Mexican league and Copa Libertadores and was 
expected to play a big part this summer. But even without him, Paraguay are not short on 
firepower and would be many people’s favourites to progress from Group F and maybe even to 
the quarter-finals. 
 
Key men: Left-sided forward Oscar Cardoza has been a revelation for an attack-conscious 
Benfica side, but his form has been curiously lacklustre for his country. If he can display his 
obvious talent, he is one to shine. The nationalized Argentine, Lucas Barrios, can perhaps fulfil 
the hole left in the squad by Cabanas’s absence. A recent recruit to the national squad he scored 
three goals in his first three internationals and has been in prolific form for Borussia Dortmund 
this season. Manchester City centre-forward Roque Santa Cruz is one of the most complete 
centre forwards at the finals, but needs to overcome a season wracked by injury.  
 
They say: "I have been to South Africa before. I think now we know what to expect. We have 
been preparing well for this World Cup. I believe we will be in good condition for the first game. 
We are aware that this is going to be a difficult tournament for everyone, but we need to work 
harder and make sure we qualify for the next round." 
Gerardo Martino 
 
We say: "Don’t be fooled by Paraguay’s disappointing form in warm-up friendlies - this is a 
nation that plays its best football on the highest stage. Victories over Brazil and Argentina in 
qualifying, plus a couple of away draws to France and Holland, point to their abundant talent. 
Expect them to progress beyond the group stage, then who knows where their exciting forward 
line might take them.” 
 
Odds: 40-1 
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Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers:   
Justo Villar 
(Valladolid, ESP)  
 
Aldo Bobadilla 
(Independiente 
Medellin, COL)  
 
Diego Barreto  
(Cerro Porteño, PAR) 

Defenders: 

 Denis Caniza  
(Leon, MEX)  
 
Darío Verón  
(UNAM, MEX)  
 
Julio Cáceres 
(Atletico Mineiro, 
BRA)  
 
Antolín Alcaraz  
(Wigan Athletic, 
ENG)  
 
Paulo Da Silva 
(Sunderland, ENG)  
 
Claudio Morel  
(Boca Juniors, ARG)  
 
Carlos Bonet 
(Olimpia, PAR)  
 
Aureliano Torres  
(San Lorenzo, ARG) 

Midfielders:  
Enrique Vera  
(LDU Quito, ECU)  
 
Cristian Riveros 
(Sunderland, ENG)  
 
Jonathan Santana 
(Wolfsburg, GER)  
 
Néstor Ortigoza 
(Argentinos Juniors, 
ARG)  
 
Víctor Cáceres 
(Libertad, PAR)  
 
Edgar Barreto 
(Atalanta, ITA) 

Forwards: 

 Roque Santa Cruz 
(Manchester City, 
ENG)  
 
Nelson Haedo 
(Borussia Dortmund, 
GER)  
 
Lucas Barrios 
(Borussia Dortmund, 
GER)  
 
Óscar Cardozo 
(Benfica, POR)  
 
Edgar Benítez 
(Pachuca, MEX)  
 
Rodolfo Gamarra 
(Libertad, PAR) 
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NEW ZEALAND  
 
Manager: Ricki Herbert 
 
Training base: Serengeti Estate in the heart of Gauteng  
 
Fixtures: June 15 - Slovakia, Rustenburg, 1.30pm 
                June 20 - Italy, Nelspruit, 4pm 
                June 24 - Paraguay, Polokwane, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: Making only their second appearance since qualifying for the Spain 1982 
World Cup when they quickly exited after three defeats. Herbert, who was part of the All Whites 
team in that tournament, is one of only a few people who can claim to have played and managed 
in FIFA finals. 
 
State of play: Herbert, who also manages the Wellington Phoenix of the Australian A-League, 
deserves the plaudits after guiding the All Whites to a dramatic 2010 play-off triumph over 
Bahrain after they easily won their Oceania qualification group. Despite being one of the weaker 
sides in the World Cup, the former Wolverhampton Wanderers player believes they can be at the 
very leasy competitive against the tough opponents in their group. Warm-up losses to Australia 
and Slovenia were eclipsed by a shock win over Serbia, a team ranked 63 places below them, 
sounding a warning to their rivals that they may not be rolled over as easily as many think.  
 
Key men: Ryan Nelsen of the Premier league's Blackburn Rovers will lead his side from 
defence. The All Whites also boast another six European-based players. As he showed against 
Serbia last week, Shane Smeltz is a handful up front. The Oceania Player of the Year possesses a 
good all-round game - he scored 18 for Gold Coast United last season to end up as the Australian 
A-League's top marksman. 
 
They say: "I think we're punching above our weight now and it's great. It's consistent. If 
anybody wants to take us lightly at the World Cup then good luck to them." Ricki Herbert 
 
We say: "They have nothing to lose but their pride. As long as the Kiwis put in three competitive 
performances there will be no shame in returning home after the group stages. Keeping the score 
down against Italy and Paraguay will be a result. If they can be more clinical in attack and shore 
up their leaky defence, they may even grab a satisfying draw on their South African adventure."  
 
Odds: 2000-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers:  
James Bannatyne 
(Team Wellington)  

Defenders:  
Andy Boyens  
(New York Red 

Midfielders:  
Andy Barron  
(Team Wellington)  

Strikers:  
Jeremy Brockie 
(Newcastle Jets) 
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Glen Moss 
(Melbourne Victory)  
 
Mark Paston 
(Wellington Phoenix) 

Bulls) 
Tony Lochhead 
(Wellington Phoenix)  
 
Ryan Nelsen 
(Blackburn Rovers) 
 
 Winston Reid 
 (FC Midtjylland)  
 
Ben Sigmund 
(Wellington Phoenix)  
 
Tommy Smith 
(Ipswich Town) 
 
Ivan Vicelich 
(Auckland City) 

 
Leo Bertos 
(Wellington Phoenix)  
 
Tim Brown 
(Wellington Phoenix)  
 
Jeremy Christie  
(FC Tampa Bay 
Rowdies) 
 
Aaron Clapham 
(Canterbury United)  
 
Simon Elliott 
(unattached)  
 
Michael McGlinchey 
(Motherwell) 
 
 David Mulligan 
(unattached) 

 
Rory Fallon 
(Plymouth Argyle)  
 
Chris Killen 
(Middlesbrough) 
 
Shane Smeltz  
(Gold Coast United)  
 
Chris Wood  
(West Bromwich 
Albion) 
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SLOVAKIA 
 
Manager: Vladimir Weiss 
 
Training base: The Villas Luxury Suite Hotel, Pretoria 
 
Fixtures: June 15 - New Zealand, Rustenburg, 1.30pm 
                June 20 - Paraguay, Mangaung/Bloemfontein, 1.30pm 
                June 24 - Italy, Johannesburg's Ellis Park, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: Competing at the finals for the first time as an independent nation 
(Czechoslovakia split in 1993), Slovakia are the only debutants at the FIFA finals. But the 
country's footballing history is tied to the former Czechoslovakia who took part in eight World 
Cups. 
 
State of play: Along with the All Whites, not a great is expected of Slovakia, a nation of just of 
5.5 million. Enjoyed an impressive run to the finals, topping Czech Republic and Poland in their 
qualifying group. Will be cheered on as lovable underdogs against Italy and Paraguay. Weiss, 
who took control after Slovakia failed to reach Euro 2008, has assembled a solid side whose 
desire and resilience could make them tricky to beat. Ranked 34th in the world, they open their 
campaign in decent shape following a 1-1 draw against Cameroon and 3-0 win over Costa Rica.  
 
Key men: The backbone of the side will consist of Liverpool defender Martin Skrtel, if he can 
shake off an ankle injury, Slovakia captain Marek Hamsik, who plays in midfield for Napoli, and 
VfL Bochum striker Stanislav Sestak, who bagged six goals in qualifying and will be a constant 
threat. Weiss even found a place for his 19-year-old son, Vladimir junior, after the Manchester 
City right winger impressed on loan at Bolton Wanderers last season. 
 
They say: "We have nothing to lose. The fact we are participating is already a big achievement, 
so now we can play freely. We want to reach the second round. Italy are obviously the big 
favourites to win the group, but the game against Paraguay will be close and we reckon we can 
beat New Zealand too," Stanislav Sestak told Bundesliga.de. 
 
We say: "Important for Slovakia to beat the All Whites in their opening match if they are to have 
a realistic shot at fulfilling ambitions of making the second round. While that's an unlikely 
scenario, a passionate display against New Zealand will certainly give Paraguay the heebie-
jeebies." 
 
Odds: 250-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers:  
Jan Mucha  

Defenders:  
Marek Cech  

Midfielders:  
Marek Hamsik 

Forwards:  
Filip Holosko 
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(Legia Warsaw, 
Poland) 
 Dusan Kuciak 
(Vaslui, Romania)  
 
Dusan Pernis  
(Dundee United, 
Scotland) 

(West Brom, 
England)  
Jan Durica 
(Hannover, Germany)  
 
Peter Pekarik 
(Wolfsburg, 
Germany)  
 
Martin Petras 
(Cesena, Italy)  
 
Kornel Salata  
(Slovan Bratislava)  
 
Martin Skrtel 
(Liverpool, England)  
 
Radoslav Zabavnik 
(Mainz, Germany) 

(Napoli, Italy)  
 
Kamil Kopunek 
(Spartak Trnava)  
 
Jan Kozak 
(Politehnica 
Timisoara, Romania)  
 
Juraj Kucka  
(Sparta Prague, Czech 
Republic)  
 
Marek Sapara 
(Ankaragucu, Turkey) 
 
 Zdeno Strba  
(Xanthi, Greece)  
 
Miroslav Stoch 
(Chelsea, England)  
 
Vladimir Weiss 
(Manchester City) 

(Besiktas, Turkey)  
 
Martin Jakubko 
(Saturn Moscow, 
Russia) 
 
 Erik Jendrisek 
(Schalke, Germany)  
 
Stanislav Sestak 
(Bochum, Germany)  
 
Robert Vittek  
(Lille, France). 
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BRAZIL 
 
Manager: Carlos Dunga 
 
Training base: The Fairway, Cape Town 
 
Fixtures:  June 15 – North Korea, Ellis Park, 8.30pm 
                 June 20 – Ivory Coast, Soccer City, 8.30pm 
                 June 24 – Portugal, Durban, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: The world’s greatest football nation are five-time winners, twice runners-up 
and the only nation to be ever present through the World Cup’s history. Anything short of a 
semi-final appearance is considered a national disaster 
 

State of play: Many say this is the most “un-Brazilian” Brazil team we have ever seen, but 
actually it bears a heavy resemblance to the side that its manager, Dunga, as a player captained to 
success in 1994. Reliant on collective rather than individual brilliance that has historically been 
their hallmark, the team eschews some of the flair in return for solidity and results. Topped their 
qualification group and have arguably played within themselves ever since – yet can still win 
without breaking sweat.  
 
Key men: Where to begin? A year ago all eyes would have been on Kaka, briefly the most 
expensive player in football history, but he has endured a poor season by his own impossibly 
high standards at Real Madrid. Nevertheless he possesses the power, acceleration and wondrous 
technical ability to seize any match by the scruff of its neck. Central defender Lucio, a 
Champions League winner with Inter Milan, defines the new Brazil. The captain has learned to 
channel his aggression and iron his concentration lapses to become a world-class central 
defender. Centre forward Luis Fabiano has come out of the shadows cast by more feted 
teammates to emerge as Brazil’s main goal threat; possesses an extraordinary strike rate. 
 
They say: "We have players with different characteristics. We will be able to take advantage of 
this depending on the rivals we face. Everyone in the team will give their contribution in order to 
change the outcome of a game." Dunga 
 
We say: "By its own incredible standards, this Brazil squad is less star-studded than those 
witnessed at previous tournaments, notably 2006, but nevertheless possesses defensive solidity 
and an incredible potential to instantaneously turn up the pace of a game. When June turns to 
July and the World Cup starts to get interesting, expect Brazil to be in the thick of things.”  
 
Odds: 5-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:  

Julio Cesar  
(Inter Milan) 
Heurelho Gomes 
(Tottenham) 
 
Doni (AS Roma) 

Defenders:  
Maicon  
(Inter Milan)  
Daniel Alves 
(Barcelona)  
 
Michel Bastos  
(Lyon) 
 
Gilberto  
(Cruzeiro)  
 
Lucio  
(Inter Milan)  
 
Juan  
(AS Roma)  
 
Luisao  
(Benfica)  
 
Thiago Silva  
(AC Milan) 

Midfielders:  
Elano  
(Galatasaray)  
Kaka  
(Real Madrid)  
 
Gilberto Silva 
(Panathinaikos)  
 
Josue  
(Wolfsburg)   
 
Ramires  
(Benfica)  
 
Felipe Melo 
(Juventus)  
 
Kleberson (Flamengo)  
 
Julio Baptista  
(AS Roma) 
 

Forwards:  
Luis Fabiano  
(Sevilla)  
 
Nilmar  
(Villarreal)  
 
Robinho  
(Santos)  
 
Grafite  
(Wolfsburg) 
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IVORY COAST 
 
Manager: Sven Goran-Eriksson 
 
Training base: Riverside Hotel & Conference, Durban 
 
Fixtures: June 15 – Portugal, Port Elizabeth, 4pm 
                June 20 – Brazil, Soccer City, 8.30pm 
                June 25 – North Korea, Nelspruit, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: 2010 is Ivory Coast’s second finals, having fallen at the first hurdle last 
time.  
 
State of play: Are Ivory Coast the most unlucky team in World Cup history? Last time – the first 
they made the finals – they were drawn with Argentina and Holland; this time it is Brazil and 
Portugal. Not only that, but their captain and talisman, Didier Drogba, broke his arm a week 
before the big kick-off. He says he’ll be fit, but that remains open to question. Still, they have 
their phlegmatic Swedish manager, late of England, Mexico and Notts County, to guide them 
forward. 
 
Key men: Didier Drogba, if he is fit, is the most complete centre forward in the world; a mixture 
of snarling aggression and brilliant technique, he comes into the tournament after scoring 37 
goals for Chelsea in their historic double-winning season. Salomon Kalou, Drogba’s Chelsea 
strike partner, is underrated, but with his quick feet and eye for goal complements his captain 
well. Barcelona midfielder Yaya Toure is a bundle of energy and bite; one of the best holding 
midfielders in the world.  
 
They say: “We know that we are in a very difficult group, but I really believe we have a good 
chance to move on. It is a golden opportunity [for an African nation] to go far in the World Cup 
in Africa." Sven Goran Eriksson 
 
We say: "On paper this is the strongest African squad, but they have again been posed with a 
nightmare draw. Will need to come up with something special against both Brazil and Portugal 
simply in order to progress.”  
 
Odds: 25-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers: 
Boubacar Barry 
(Lokeren)  
 
Aristides Zogbo 

Defenders: 

Souleymane Bamba 
(Hibernian)  
 
Arthur Boka  

Midfielders:  
Jean-Jacques Gosso 
(Monaco)  
 
Abdelkader Keita 

Forwards:  
Aruna Dindane 
(Lekhwiya)  
 
Didier Drogba 
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(Maccabi Netanya)  
 
Daniel Yeboah  
(Asec) 

(VB Stuttgart)  
 
Benjamin Brou 
Angoua 
(Valenciennes)  
 
Guy Demel  
(Hamburg SV) 
 
 Emmanuel Eboue 
(Arsenal)  
 
Steve Gohouri  
(Wigan Athletic)  
 
Siaka Tiene 
(Valenciennes)  
 
Kolo Toure 
(Manchester City) 

(Galatasaray) 
 
 Emmanuel Kone 
(International Curtea 
Arges)  
 
Gervinho (Lille, 
France)  
 
Koffi N'Dri Romaric 
(Sevilla)  
 
Cheik Ismael Tiote 
(Twente Enschede) 
 
 Yaya Toure 
(Barcelona)  
 
Didier Zokora 
(Sevilla). 

(Chelsea)  
 
Salomon Kalou 
(Chelsea)  
 
Bakary Kone 
(Olympique 
Marseille). 
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NORTH KOREA  
 
Manager: Kim Jong-Hun  
 
Training base: Protea Hotel Midrand, Gauteng 
 
Fixtures: June 15 - Brazil, Johannesburg's Ellis Park, 8.30pm 
                June 21 - Portugal, Cape Town, 1.30pm 
                June 25 - Ivory Coast, Nelspruit, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: Korea DPR beat Italy en route to the quarter-finals of the 1966 World Cup, 
their only other appearance in the finals. They squandered a three goal lead against Portugal in 
that last-eight match - Eusebio netted four times to knock them out. 
 

State of play: Defied the odds to reach the finals, finishing second behind South Korea in 
qualifying. Kim's players mostly ply their trade in the domestic game, meaning they are not well 
acquainted with the rigours and pace of Europe's top leagues which is to their disadvantage. 
Teamwork and brave performances are imperative in all three matches in this 'Group of death'. 
Lost 3-1 to Nigeria in a World Cup warm-up this week but drew 2-2 with Greece last week. 
 
Key men: Dubbed the 'Asian Wayne Rooney' due to his strength and composure on the ball, 
much depends on striker Jong Tae-Se who has played all his football in Japan. He was a key man 
in qualification and has made no secret of wanting to impress European clubs at the World Cup 
in order to fulfil his ambitions of playing at a higher standard. The Kawasaki Frontale frontman, 
who hit a brace in a friendly against Greece, has the ability to unlock defences with his lightning 
speed and trickery and could exploit any weaknesses in the rearguard of Brazil, Portugal and 
Ivory Coast. Captain Hong Yong-Jo will also need to show attacking flair to give North Korea 
any hope 
 
They say: "We think that we got a difficult group, but there is not one among us who thinks that 
we stand no chance at all, and we all play believing that we will win. We are determined to 
amaze people, to spring another surprise." Jong Tae-se 
 
We say: "A spirited set of performances from the lowest-ranked team at the tournament - 105 in 
FIFA's latest rankings - is as much as we can expect from North Korea. Brazil are eager to get 
off to a good start, so expect the onion bag to be bursting again and again at the wrong end for 
The Chollima in their opener." 
 
Odds: 1,500-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers:  
Kim Myong Gil 

Defenders: 

 Cha Jong Hyok 
Midfielders:  
Ji Yun Nam  

Strikers:  
Hong Yong Jo  
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(Amrokgang)  
 
Kim Myong Won 
(Amrokgang)  
 
Ri Myong Guk 
(Pyongyang City) 

(Amrokgang)  
 
Ri Jun Il  
(Sobaeksu)  
 
Ri Kwang Chon 
(April 25)  
 
Nam Song Chol 
(April 25)  
 
Pak Nam Chol 
(Amrokgang)  
 
Ri Kwang Hyok 
(Kyonggongop)  
 
Pak Chol Jin 
(Amrokgang) 

(April 25)  
 
Mun In Guk  
(April 25)  
 
Pak Sung Hyok 
(Sobaeksu)  
 
Ri Chol Myong 
(Pyongyang City)  
 
Pak Nam Chol  
(April 25)  
 
An Yong Hak  
(Omiya Ardija)  
 
Kim Kyong Il 
(Rimyongsu)  
 
Kim Yong Jun 
(Pyongyang City) 

(FC Rostov)  
 
An Chol Hyok 
(Rimyongsu) 
  
Jong Tae Se 
(Kawasaki Frontale)  
 
Choe Kum Chol 
(April 25)  
 
Kim Kum Il  
(April 25) 
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PORTUGAL 
 
Manager: Carlos Queiroz  
 
Training base: Valley Lodge, Gauteng 
 
Fixtures: June 15 - Ivory Coast, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 4pm 
                June 21 - North Korea, Cape Town, 1.30pm 
               June 25 - Brazil, Durban, 4pm 
 
World Cup record: Competing in their fifth FIFA finals. Portugal beat Netherlands and 
England to reach the semi-finals at the 2006 tournament before succumbing 1-0 to France. 
Inspired by Eusebio, their 1966 third-place finish remains their best to date in a World Cup. 
 
State of play: Endured a real struggle to get to South Africa, winning only once in their first five 
group matches before regaining form in other qualifiers and beating Bosnia-Herzegovina in a 
two-legged play-off. Queiroz is a good man manager and gets the best out of his players but the 
loss of Manchester United star Nani to a shoulder injury was a major setback after his brilliant 
season at Old Trafford. A comfortable 3-1 tune-up win over Group E's Cameroon served notice 
of their threat in the coming weeks. 
 
Key men: Cristiano Ronaldo is certainly one of the players to watch at the World Cup. His 
unpredictability is the fascination. Subdued for lengthy periods of a match, he can transform a 
game in a flash with his wing wizardry, speed and powerful shooting. Has had a decent season at 
Real Madrid following his switch from United last year. But what worries Queiroz and 
Portuguese fans is his indifferent form on the international stage. Failed to net in any of his seven 
matches during qualification. In the absence of Nani, he needs to be at his best to propel Portugal 
into the round of 16. Benfica midfielder Ruben Amorim replaced Nani. Simao and Deco, the old 
heads in midfield, are a steadying influence. 
 
They say: "We will carry their [Portuguese fans] love in our hearts and it will fill us with 
courage, inspiration and determination to do well. We will give all of our lives so that all our 
fans feel proud and revel in the attitude and ambition that our players will put into every game." 
Carlos Queiroz 
 
We say: "Ivory Coast's loss is Portugal's gain in what is the toughest of the eight groups. Nani 
may be crocked but Didier Drogba's failure to recover from an arm injury is much worse for 
Sven Goran-Eriksson's team and makes Queiroz's side second favourites to advance behind 
Brazil."  
 
Odds: 25-1 
 
Squad: 

 



 

 

 

(Copyright 1992 - 2010, all rights reserved. The information in this report may not be published, excerpted, or otherwise 

distributed in print or broadcast without the express prior consent of World Football Insider and Around the Rings, Inc.) 

 

 

Goalkeepers:  
Beto  
(Porto)  
 
Daniel Fernandes 
(Iraklis)  
 
Eduardo  
(Braga) 

Defenders:  
Fabio Coentrao 
(Benfica)  
 
Paulo Ferreira 
(Chelsea)  
 
Ricardo Carvalho 
(Chelsea)  
 
Bruno Alves  
(Porto) 
 
Rolando  
(Porto) 
 
Ricardo Costa  
(Lille)  
 
Duda  
(Malaga)  
 
Pepe  
(Real Madrid),  
 
Miguel  
(Valencia) 

Midfielders:  
Tiago  
(Atletico Madrid)  
 
Deco  
(Chelsea)  
 
Raul Meireles  
(Porto)  
 
Ruben Amorim 
(Benfica)  
 
Miguel Veloso 
(Sporting Lisbon)  
 
Pedro Mendes 
(Sporting Lisbon) 

Strikers:  
Simao Sabrosa 
(Atletico Madrid)  
 
Hugo Almeida 
(Werder Bremen)  
 
Liedson  
(Sporting Lisbon)  
 
Cristiano Ronaldo 
(Real Madrid)  
 
Danny  
(Zenit St Petersburg) 
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CHILE 
 

Manager: Marcelo Biesla 
 
Training base: Ingwenyama Conference Centre, Lowveld region 
 
Fixtures: June 16 – Honduras, Nelspruit, 1.30pm 
                June 21 – Switzerland, Port Elizabeth, 4pm   
               June 25 – Spain, Pretoria, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: This is Chile’s eighth tournament and first since France ’98, when they 
reached the second round.  
 
State of play: A team on the rise under Argentine coach Marcelo Biesla, they were unlucky not 
to top South American qualifying. With their free-flowing attacking football, their encounter 
with Spain in Nelspruit is one of the most eagerly anticipated of the finals. 
 
Key men: Diminutive striker Humberto Suazo was the top scorer in South American qualifying 
with 10 goals and has an incredible strike rate in South American leagues. Has proved he can cut 
it in Europe after a successful loan spell with Spain’s Real Zaragoza this year. Argentine-born 
playmaker Matias Fernandez is a former South American player of the year, who possesses the 
deftest of touches and an eye for a killer through-ball.  
 
They say: "The most important thing at a World Cup is to make sure the players are in top form 
and that depends on so many factors. Some of them you can control, but some are the result of 
everything the player has been through in the previous 10 months. I hope everything comes 
together for Chile.” Marcello Biesla 
 
We say: "With their wily Argentine coach Biesla, who tasted crushing failure with tournament 
favourites Argentina in 2002, Chile have emerged as one of the most attractive forces at this 
year’s finals. May not make it as far as the quarter-finals, but expect some good football from the 
South Americans.” 
 
Odds: 50-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers:   
Claudio Bravo (Real 
Sociedad)  
 
Miguel Pinto 
(Universidad de 

Defenders: 

 Pablo Contreras 
(PAOK)  
 
Ismael Fuentes 
(Universidad 
Catolica)  

Midfielders:  
Carlos Carmona 
(Reggina)  
 
Marco Estrada 
(Universidad de 
Chile)  

Forwards:  
Jean Beausejour 
(America)  
 
Mark Gonzalez 
(CSKA Moscow)  
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Chile)  
 
Luis Marin  
(Union Espanola) 

 
Mauricio Isla 
(Udinese)  
 
Gary Medel  
(Boca Juniors) 
 
 Gonzalo Jara  
(West Bromwich 
Albion)  
 
Waldo Ponce 
(Universidad 
Catolica)  
 
Arturo Vidal  
(Bayer Leverkusen) 

 
Matias Fernandez 
(Sporting Lisbon) 
 
 Gonzalo Fierro 
(Flamengo)  
 
Rodrigo Millar  
(Colo Colo) 
 
 Rodrigo Tello 
(Besiktas)  
 
Jorge Valdivia  
(Al-Ain) 
 

Fabian Orellana 
(Xerez)  
 
Esteban Paredes 
(Colo)  
 
Alexis Sanchez 
(Udinese)  
 
Humberto Suazo 
(Real Zaragoza) 
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HONDURAS 
 
Manager: Reinaldo Rueda 
 
Training base: Indaba Hotel, Johannesburg 
 
Fixtures: June 16 – Chile, Nelspruit, 1.30pm 
                June 21 – Spain, Ellis Park, 8.30pm 
                June 25 – Switzerland, Bloemfontain, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: Honduras’s third finals, and first in a generation. In both 1970 and 1982 the 
country failed to make it past the opening round. 
 
State of play: Honduras’s achievement in making the 2010 finals should be qualified by the fact 
that they did so out of a mediocre region, even making hard work of managing that. Heavily 
reliant on defence and the tactical acumen of their Colombian coach, they nevertheless possess 
some talented players who have done well in Europe’s top leagues. A dismal build-up to the 
finals does not, nevertheless, bode well. 
 
Key men: Centre forward David Suazo is a previous winner of Serie A’s overseas player of the 
year, an achievement which seems heightened when one considers he was with little Cagliari at 
the time. A tall centre-forward with power and pace, he needs to overcome an injury-riddled 
season. Midfielder Wilson Palacios has arguably been the key figure who has transformed his 
club, Tottenham Hotspur, from Premier League also-rans to Champions League contenders. A 
bundle of tenacity and aggression, he could emerge as a world-class player. 
 
They say: "The people have been liberated behind soccer. It allowed brothers that have been 
separated to embrace, married couples who had been in conflict to reconcile." Reinaldo Rueda 
 
We say: "Without a win since January, Honduras have the worst form going into the competition 
of any of the 32 qualifiers. Add to that the fact they face nightmare opponents in Spain, and they 
really have their work cut out. Desperately need to get something in their opening match against 
Chile and then hope for the best. ” 
 
Odds: 750-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers: 

Ricardo Canales 
(Motagua)   
 
Noel Valladares 

Defenders:   
Victor Bernardez 
(Anderlecht)  
 
Maynor Figueroa 

Midfielders:   
Edgard Alvarez 
(Bari)  
 
Julio Cesar de Leon 

Forwards:   
David Suazo 
(Genoa)  
 
Georgie Welcome 
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(Olimpia)   
 
Donis Escober 
(Olimpia) 

(Wigan)  
 
Oscar Garcia 
(Olimpia)  
 
Sergio Mendoza 
(Motagua)  
 
Emilio Izaguirre 
(Motagua)  
 
Johnny Palacios 
(Olimpia)  
 
Mauricio Sabillon 
(Hangzhou Luchen)  
 
Osman Chavez 
(Platense) 

(Torino)  
 
Roger Espinoza 
(Kansas City 
Wizards)  
 
Amado Guevara 
(Motagua)   
 
Ramon Nunez 
(Olimpia)   
 
Wilson Palacios 
(Tottenham Hotspur)  
 
Hendry Thomas 
(Wigan)   
 
Danilo Turcios 
(Olimpia) 

(Motagua)   
 
Carlos Pavon  
(Real Espana) 
 
Walter Martinez 
(Marathon) 
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SPAIN 
 
Manager: Vicente del Bosque  
 
Training base: North West University Campus , Potchefstroom  
 
Fixtures: June 16 - Switzerland, Durban, 4pm 
                June 21 - Honduras, Johannesburg's Ellis Park, 8.30pm 
                June 25 - Chile, Tshwane/Pretoria , 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: Tagged as perennial underachievers on the international stage until they 
won Euro 2008 in impressive fashion, Spain have only ever managed a fourth-place finish at the 
FIFA finals - back in 1950. This is their 13th tournament and arguably their best chance of lifting 
the Jules Rimet trophy. 
 
State of play: If recent form is anything to go by, the free-scoring Spanish are firm favourites to 
win the World Cup. Since their Euro 2008 triumph, La Roja have chalked up 10 wins in 10 
qualifiers - second top scorers in the Euro zone - to establish themselves as the most exciting, 
attack-minded team in world football. Del Bosque, who has experienced plenty of success at club 
level with Real Madrid, is keen to prove the Euro crown was no one-off. With Fernando Torres 
and Iniesta back from injury and the two Davids, Villa and Silva, in goal-scoring mood, Spain 
are well set for success - a thumping 6-0 warm-up win over Poland underlining their brilliance. 
 
Key men: The class of 2010 will light up the tournament. Spain, who have quality all over the 
park, advocate an entertaining one-touch game. The quick-thinking, deft play of Torres makes 
him a menace for any defence. Barcelona's new $50 million acquisition David Villa is power and 
pace personified.Valencia's $40 million-rated star David Silva is another of Spain's not so secret 
weapons. Iniesta and Cesc Fabregas will pull the tricks in midfield. 
 
They say: "We do not like to be seen as favourites, but of course we have a strong team and if 
we do the things well as we did in the European Cup, step by step and respecting every team, we 
will play an important role. I would be happy reaching the 11th of July, day of the final." Sergio 
Ramos  
 
We say: "The coach and players, who are in supremely confident mood, carry the expectation of 
a nation eager for them to be crowned global champions. Overcoming Chile, the trickiest group 
game, with an impressive performance will be important to give them momentum in the 
knockout stages. Equipped with so much talent, versatility and maturity, they should go all the 
way." 
 
Odds: 4-1 
 
Squad: 
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Goalkeepers:  
Iker Casillas  
(Real Madrid)  
 
Jose Manuel 'Pepe' 
Reina  
(Liverpool)  
 
Victor Valdes 
(Barcelona) 

Defenders:  
Raul Albiol  
(Real Madrid)  
 
Alvaro Arbeloa  
(Real Madrid)  
 
Joan Capdevila 
(Villarreal)  
 
Carlos Marchena 
(Valencia)  
 
Gerard Pique 
(Barcelona)  
 
Carles Puyol 
(Barcelona)  
 
Sergio Ramos  
(Real Madrid). 

Midfielders:  
Xabier Alonso  
(Real Madrid)  
 
Sergio Busquets 
(Barcelona)  
 
Cesc Fabregas 
(Arsenal)  
 
Andres Iniesta 
(Barcelona)  
 
Javier Martinez 
(Athletic Bilbao) 
 
 David Silva 
(Valencia)  
 
Xavi Hernandez 
(Barcelona) 

Forwards: 
Jesus Navas  
(Sevilla)  
 
Juan Manuel Mata 
(Valencia)  
 
Pedro Rodriguez 
(Barcelona)  
 
Fernando Llorente 
(Athletic Bilbao) 
 
 Fernando Torres 
(Liverpool)  
 
David Villa 
(Valencia).  
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SWITZERLAND 
 
Manager: Ottmar Hitzfeld  
 
Training base: Emerald Resort and Casino, Gauteng  
 
Fixtures: June 16 - Spain, Durban, 4pm 
                June 21 - Chile, Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth, 4pm 
                June 25 - Honduras, Mangaung/Bloemfontein, 8.30pm 
 
World Cup record: Ninth appearance at the FIFA finals. Best effort: quarter-finals in 1934, 
1938 and 1954. Knocked out by Ukraine in penalty shoot-out in round of 16 at Germany 2006. 
 
State of play: Grabbed top spot in European Group 2 qualification. In his two years at the helm, 
master tactician Hitzfeld has made encouraging strides forward, using old heads alongside 
burgeoning talent. Inconsistent in the early qualifying campaign, they will now hope to banish 
the memory of a disappointing Euro 2008 on home soil. However, the Swiss are in positive 
mood after drawing 1-1 with Italy last weekend.  
 
Key men: Switzerland's hopes were dented this week when captain Alex Frei, the country's 
record goalscorer, suffered a right ankle injury. But he may yet play a part. If he doesn't, the onus 
shifts to Blaise N'Kufo to get the goals. West Ham United player Valon Behrami is coming back 
from injury and should be fit for the first match. Combative Gelson Fernandes provides the steel 
in midfield. 
 
They say: “We have to be ambitious. After all, we qualified before quite a few major European 
teams, and we have a young and very talented team. We can go far. I’m sure of that.” Gelson 
Fernandes 
 
We say: "With Spain and Chile the class acts in the group, Hitzfeld's men will have to punch 
above their weight if they are to advance. The chance of that happening: very slim." 
 
Odds: 200-1 
 
Squad: 

 

Goalkeepers:  
Diego Benaglio 
(Wolfsburg)  
 
Johnny Leoni (Zurich)  
 
Marco Woelfli 
(Young Boys) 

Defenders:  
Stephan Lichtsteiner 
(Lazio)  
 
Stephane Grichting 
(Auxerre)  
 
Steve Von Bergen 

Midfielders:  
Valon Behrami  
(West Ham)  
 
Gokhan Inler 
(Udinese)  
 
Benjamin Huggel 

Forwards:  
Alex Frei  
(Basle)  
 
Blaise Nkufo 
(Twente)  
 
Eren Derdiyok  
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(Hertha Berlin) 
 
 Philippe Senderos 
(Arsenal)  
 
Mario Eggimann 
(Hannover)  
 
Christoph Spycher 
(Eintracht Frankfurt)  
 
Reto Ziegler 
(Sampdoria). 

(Basle)  
 
Gelson Fernandes  
(St. Etienne)  
 
Xherdan Shaqiri 
(Basel)  
 
Pirmin Schwegler 
(Eintracht Frankfurt)  
 
Tranquillo Barnetta 
(Bayer Leverkusen)  
 
Marco Padalino 
(Sampdoria) 

(Bayer Leverkusen)  
 
Hakan Yakin 
(Lucerne)  
 
Marco Streller  
(Basle) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


